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(Gloucestershire  Count?  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1931. 


Health  Department, 

Shire  Hall, 

Gloucester, 

26th  August,  1932 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  30th  Annual  Report,  which  is  a very  brief 
review  of  the  circumstances  during  1931  and  of  the  activities  of  the  year. 

The  statistics  present  minor  variations,  expected  from  year  to  year, 
and  the  county  was  relatively  immune  from  infectious  disease  of  a serious 
character.  The  outbreak  of  dysentery,  noted  on  p.  34,  was  an  unusual 
feature  and  brought  out  certain  points  of  interest. 

With  the  withdrawal  of  the  unemployment  grants,  constructional  works 
for  improvement  of  sanitary  conditions  in  certain  areas  were  postponed, 
and  it  is  all  the  more  satisfactory  that  the  comprehensive  scheme  of  water 
supply  for  West  Dean  Rural  District,  where  it  was  needed  so  badly,  should 
have  been  accomplished  while  the  grants  were  still  available. 

The  treatment  arrangements  of  the  County  have  worked  as  satisfactorily 
as  for  several  years  past.  The  most  recent  development  is  the  opening  of  a 
few  ante-natal  clinics  of  which  local  practitioners  take  charge  in  turn,  as  in 
other  branches  of  work.  There  is  increasing  evidence  that  the  policy  of 
the  County  in  utilising  existing  agencies  for  their  work — District  Nurses, 
Medical  Practitioners  and  Hospitals — is  of  mutual  advantage  and  benefit 
on  both  sides. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Urban. 

Awre 

Charlton  Kings 
Cheltenham  ... 
Cirencester 
Coleford 
Kings  wood 
Mangotsfield  ... 
Nailsworth 
Newnham 
Stow-on-the- Wold 
Stroud 
Tetbury 
Tewkesbury  ... 
Westbury-on-Severn 
Rural. 
Campden 
Cheltenham  ... 

' Chipping  Sodbury 

Cirencester 
Dursley 


TABLE  A.  1931. 

Health  Staff  of  District  Councils. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Sanitary  Inspector. 
..  0.  W.  Andrews  ... 

A.  Barrett  Cardew 

D.  E.  Morley 


H.  F.  W.  Adams 
See  Awre 
C.  J.  Perrott 
T.  Aubrey 
R.  Green 
See  Awre 
L.  R.  King 
See  Nailsworth 
See  Cirencester 
T.  H.  Holroyd 
See  Awre 

W.  C.  C.  Easton  (acting) 
F.  J.  Lidderdale 

T.  Rhind 

See  Cirencester  U. 

Ditto 


H.  E.  W.  Hook 
F.  A.  Middleton 
F.  R.  Jefford 
Wentworth  Jones 
H.  Vaughan 
Ivor  A.  Stephenson 

F.  A.  Long 
T.  Wood 
See  Awre 

P.  W.  Alcock 
W.  A.  Hudson 

G.  Hearsey 
W.  Ridler 
See  Awre 


• • 

-{ 


East  Dean  and  United  Parishes  See  Awre  U. 


Faringdon  (part  of)  . 
Gloucester 

Lydney 

Marston  Sicca* 
Newent 
Northleach 
Pebworthf 
Stow-on-the- Wold 

Stroud 

Tetbury 

Tewkesbury  (part  of) 
Thornbury 

Warmley 
West  Dean 


W.  Sisarn 
See  Awre  U. 

Ditto 
L.  L.  Fyfe 

W.  M.  Lucas  Johnstone 
See  Cirencester  U. 

P.  R.  Tingley  (acting)  ... 

J.  E.  Jameson 

See  Nailsworth  U.  ...  ^ 
See  Cirencester  U. 

See  Tewkesbury  U. 

See  Chipping  Sodbury  R.«^ 
T.  Aubrey 


C.  J.  Gander 

E.  W.  Moore 
W.  H.  Williams 
H.  S.  Hale 
E.  J.  Matthews 

W.  H.  Williams 
A.  W7.  Collinson 

C.  C.  Sampson 

O.  M.  Hale 
G.  J.  Elliott 
W.  M.  Richards 

G.  E.  Boshier 

W.  Francis 
A.  S.  Green 
R.  J.  Atkinson 

E.  Lewis 

H.  Barrett 

D.  E.  Whittaker 
See  Tetbury  U. 

E.  H.  Rosser 

F.  W.  Davies 
F.  Merrett 
W.  H.  Knee 


P.  Buchanan  ...  ...  JP.  Phipps 

(resigned  31  /12 /31)  (resigned  31  /12/31) 

..  See  Nailsworth  U.  ...  L.  Y.  Whittingham 

...  G.  R.  Cox  ...  H.  Brown 

* Attached  to  Warwickshire  from  1/4/31. 
f Part  transferred  to  Worcestershire  from  1 /4/31  and  the  remaining  parishes 

attached  to  Campden  R.D. 
t Succeeded  1 /I  /32  by  H.  S.  Charlton. 


Wheatenhurst 
Winchcombe  (part  of) 
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TABLE  B. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  County  Council. 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  J.  Middleton  Martin 

Tuberculosis  Officers...  ...  ...  W.  Arnott  Dickson  (also  Medical  Super- 

intendent, Tuberculosis  Institution), 
E.  D.  D.  Davies,  F.  H.  Woolley 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medi-  E.  Catherine  Morris  Jones 
cal  Officer 


Consultant  Obstetricians,  etc.  (part 
time) 


Venereal  Diseases  Officers  (part 
time) 

School  Medical  Inspectors  ... 

Ditto  (part  time) 

County  Dentists 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 
Medical  Officers  (Part  Time) 

Ante-natal  Clinic  Medical  Officers 
(part  time) 

Pathologists  (part  time) 


Hospital  Staffs — Cheltenham,  Gloucester 
and  Bristol  Hospitals,  and  Maternity 
Homes  of  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester 
District  Nursing  Associations 

Cheltenham  General  Hospital,  Gloucester- 
shire Royal  Infirmary,  Stroud  Hospital 

T.  F,  H.  Blake,  Sarah  Wilson 

H.  F.  W.  Adams,  R.  Green,  T.  Rhind. 

Agnes  M.  Boal,  Dorothy  W.  Crozier,  P.  J. 
Wakley,  B.  F.  Wren 

44  General  Medical  Practitioners 

6 General  Medical  Practitioners 

E.  N.  Davey,  J.  B.  Davey,  I.  Walker  Hall 


Out-Station  Medical  Officers  (part 
time) 


46  General  Medical  Practitioners 
15  Members  of  Hospital  Staffs 


Orthopaedic  Surgeons  (part  time) 
Public  Vaccinators  (part  time) 


Ethel  M.  Redman,  J.  S.  Robinson,  J.  F.  H. 
Stallman 

70  General  Medical  Practitioners 


Veterinary  Surgeons  (part  time)  ... 
County  Analyst 

Vaccination  Officers  (part  time) 


16  General  Veterinary  Practitioners 
R.  H.  Ellis,  (also  City  Analyst) 

31  Officers 


County  Health  Superintendents 
(whole  time) 

Orthopaedic  Nurses  (whole  time)  ... 
Dental  Nurses  (whole  time)... 


A.  Boyd,  V.  M.  Crow,  I.  V.  Ladd,  F.  E. 
Lyne,  E.  Mason,  J.  I.  McLauchlan,  D.  K. 
Palin,  M.  S.  Payne 

D.  A.  Rodenhurst,  J.  Shepherd 

M.  H.  Griffiths,  M.  Hunt,  A.  G.  Powell, 
W.  H.  Roberts 


Health  Visitors  (whole  time) 
(part  time) 


...  A.  Somerfield,  P.  E.  Watkins,  L.  Wright 
...  134  District  Nurses 
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ARRANGEMENT  OF  COUNTY  DISTRICTS. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1930  that  the  Minister  of 
Health  had  issued  an  Order  under  Section  49  of  the  Local  GoverJt1' 
ment  Act,  1929,  in  January  1931,  and  that  this  was  confirmed  by 
Act  of  Parliament  on  27th  March,  1931.  The  effect  of  this  Order 
was  to  adjust  the  boundaries  of  the  County  in  the  north  and  east, 
and  the  Order  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1931.  T e 
changes  were  set  out  on  page  9 of  the  Report.  The  broad  resu  ts 
were  to  detach  15  parishes  from  and  to  add  10  parishes  to  t e 
County,  reducing  the  total  number  from  354  to  349  ; the  area  was 
reduced  by  about  2,000  acres  to  783,242  acres  and  the  population 
by  about  1,000  persons  to  328,287.  A further  result  was  that  one 
Rural  District  (Marston  Sicca  R.D.)  was  transferred  from  t e 
County  entirely  and  that  the  parishes  of  the  Pebworth  R.D. 
remaining  in  the  County  were  attached  to  the  Campden  R.  . 

. The  number  of  Rural  Districts  was  thus  reduced  from  22  to  20. 

The  internal  rearrangements  of  the  County  Districts  under 
Section  46  of  the  Act  have  since  come  under  consideration.  The 
net  result  of  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Council  at  their  meeting 
on  25th  May  is  that  6 urban  districts— Awre,  Coleford,  Newnham, 

Stow-on-the-Wold,  Tetbury  and  Westbury-on-Severn— will  be 
dissolved  and  absorbed  into  neighbouring  rural  districts,  and  that 
by  a re-arrangement  of  the  boundaries  of  rural  districts  the  number 
will  be  still  further  reduced  from  20  to  15.  When  the  scheme 
receives  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health  the  County  will 
be  divided  into  8 urban  and  15  rural  districts  arranged  as  follows 


an  Districts. 

Population 

1921. 

Area 
in  Acres. 

Charlton  Kings 

4,379 

3,399 

Cheltenham  M.B. 

48,430 

4,726 

Cirencester 

7,422 

5,285 

Kingswood 

12,951 

1,530 

Mangotsfield 

10,149 

1,160 

Nails  worth 

3,148 

1,597 

Stroud  ... 

8,543 

1,168 

Tewkesbury  B. 

4,704 

2,532 

Total 

99,726 

21,397 
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Rural  Districts.  Approximate 

Population.  Area 


Cheltenham 

1921. 

15,689 

in  Acres. 
74,761 

Cirencester 

12,228 

83,293 

Dursley  ... 

12,791 

28,775 

East  Dean 

23,397 

36,662 

Gloucester 

18,783 

56,680 

Lydney  ... 

9,844 

24,568 

Newent  ... 

8,542 

45,522 

North  Cots  wold 

15,364 

90,315 

Northleach  ... 

9,649 

81,989 

Sodbury  ... 

21,105 

69,736 

Stroud 

30,197 

42,051 

Tetbury  ... 

5,613 

30,585 

Thornbury 

18,840 

62,785 

Warmley 

8,327 

8,929 

West  Dean 

17,431 

23,530 

Total 

227,800 

760,181 

Administrative  County 

327,526 

781,578 

Former  R.D.  plus  parts  of 
Tewkesbury  and  Winch- 
combe  R.D. 

Former  R.D.  plus  Lechlade  C.P. 

Former  R.D.  plus  part  of  Wheaten- 
hurst  R.D. 

Former  R.D.  less.  4 C.P.  plus  Awre, 
Newnham  and  Westbury  U.D. 

Former  R.D.  plus  parts  of  East 
Dean,  Tewkesbury  and  Wheaten- 
hurst  R.D. 

Former  R.D. 

Former  R.D  plus  part,  of  East 
Dean  R:D. 

Stow-on-the-Wold  U.D.  and  Camp- 
den  R.D.  plus  parts  of  Stow-on- 
the-Wold  and  Winchcombe  R.D. 

Former  R.D.  plus  part  of  Stow-on- 
the-Wold  R.D. 

Former  Chipping  Sodbury  R.D. 

Former  R.D.  plus  part  of  Wheaten- 
hurst  R.D. 

Former  Tetbury  U.D.  and  R.D. 

Former  Thornbury  R.D. 

Former  Warmley  R.D. 

Former  Cole ford  U.D.  and  West 
Dean  R.D. 


The  exact  boundaries  of  the  various  districts  will  be  subject  to 
slight  alterations  subject  to  the  final  decisions  as  to  the  adjust- 
ments of  the  civil  parishes,  etc. 

Meanwhile  provisional  consideration  has  been  given  to  the 
grouping  of  districts  under  Section  58  (Appointments  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health)  and  under  Section  63  (Isolation  Hospitals) 
and  schemes  will  be  submitted  to  the  County  Council  as  soon  as 
possible. 


HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

The  list  of  persons  undertaking  health  work  in  the  County  is 
shown  in  the  two  tables  on  pp.  6 and  7.  Table  A gives  the 
names  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  In- 
spectors for  the  various  districts  in  the  County.  Amongst  the 
former  there  were  three  changes  in  1931.  Dr.  P.  Buchanan 
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resigned  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  West  Dean  R.D.,  which  he  had  held  for  33  years,  and  there 
were  few  Medical  Officers  of  Health  who  had  had  so  wide  an 
experience  of  the  developments  of  public  health  opportunities. 
One  of  the  most  far-reaching  improvements  which  he  had  advo- 
cated for  many  years  was  the  comprehensive  scheme  of  water 
supply  for  the  district  which  was  turned  on  just  before  he  retired. 
This  area  became  attached  automatically  to  the  West  Gloucester- 
shire United  District  under  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Order, 
1912,  as  from  1st  January,  1931.  Two  further  resignations  took 
effect  during  1931,  namely  those  of  Dr.  M.  Elder  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Tewkesbury  Borough  and  Rural  District,  appoint- 
ments which  he  had  held  for  13  years  and  of  Dr.  R.  Yelf  who  had 
held  the  similar  appointment  in  the  Stow-on-the-Wold  R.D.,  for 
21  years.  Dr.  T.  H.  Holroyd  was  appointed  temporary  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  two  former  districts  and  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson 
for  the  Stow-on-the-Wold  R.D.  both  as  from  1st  July,  1931. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  names  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  local  authorities 
are  given  in  Table  A on  p.  6.  Two  changes  were  reported 
during  the  year,  namely,  Mr.  E.  Lewis  succeeded  Mr.  A.  E. 
Clifford  (resigned  31st  December,  1930)  in  the  Stow-on-the-Wold 
R.D.  and  Mr.  P.  Phipps  (West  Dean  R.D.)  resigned  his  appoint- 
ment on  31st  December,  1931,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  H.  S. 
Charlton. 

Nursing  Staff. 

The  aim  in  this  County  is  to  take  the  fullest  possible  advantage 
of  existing  agencies  and,  owing  to  the  success  of  the  County 
Nursing  Association  in  securing  the  formation  of  District  Nursing 
Associations,  there  are  comparatively  few  parts  in  which  the 
services  of  a District  Nurse  are  not  available  for  official  work. 
For  administrative  purposes  the  County  was  divided  into  eight 
areas  (seven  from  5th  December,  1931)  with  a whole -time 
County  Health  Superintendent  in  charge  of  the  Health  Visiting, 
etc.  ; most  of  the  detailed  work  is  undertaken  by  134  District 
Nurses.  When  this  arrangement  was  made  in  1916,  very  few 
of  them  had  had  any  special  training  in  public  health  nursing, 
but  now  all  have  two  or  three  months’  prior  experience.  On  the 
revision  of  the  Health  Superintendents’  areas  in  December  one  of 
them,  Miss  Payne,  took  over  the  Health  Visiting  District  of 
Kingswood  where  there  is  a Training  Home  for  Nurses,  and  after 
the  probationers  have  completed  their  district  training  they  have  a 
two-months’  course  in  health  visiting  with  Miss  Payne. 
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These  arrangements  have  now  been  in  operation  for  some 
sixteen  years,  and  have  been  developed  until  now  nearly  the  whole 
Count}^  is  covered  by  District  Nurses.  The  number  is  large,  their 
training  and  experience  varies  and  comparatively  few  would  come 
within  the  ordinary  definition  of  fully  trained  ; yet  it  may  be  said 
fairly  that  the  County  is  fortunate  in  having  a very  complete 
nursing  organisation  covering  practically  the  whole  area.  The 
nurses,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  certified  midwives  and, 
after  attending  the  mothers  in  their  confinements,  they  not  only 
give  nursing  assistance  in  times  of  illness,  but  also  as  health 
visitors  look  after  the  children  until  they  go  to  school,  as  school 
nurses  have  them  under  observation  during  school  life,  as  tuber- 
culosis visitors,  give  advice  and  assistance  at  any  age  and,  gener- 
ally, are  always  available  and  ready  to  help  in  any  case  with  their 
knowledge  of  local  conditions,  their  nursing  experience  and  their 
opportunities  for  finding  the  right  person  to  help  in  any  special 
circumstance. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  fourteenth  decennial  census  of  England  and  Wales  was 
enumerated  on  the  26th  April,  1931,  and  the  preliminary  report 
was  issued  in  July  of  the  same  year.  The  general  trend  of  the 
variation  in  the  population  of  the  administrative  County  in  recent 
years  is  indicated  by  the  following  statement  : — 


1901. 

1911. 

1921. 

1931. 

13  Urban  Districts 

100,404 

100,419 

99,275 

100,580 

22  Rural 

221,038 

228,545 

230,071 

235,221* 

Administrative  County 

321,442 

328,964 

329,346 

335,801 

* Including  Mangotsfield  U.D.,  7,575. 


The  figures  for  the  last  census  relate  to  the  area  of  the  County  as 
revised  by  the  Order  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  already  mentioned, 
and  the  population  in  1921  corresponding  to  the  1931  population 
of  335,801  was  328,226  instead  of  the  329,346  in  the  above  table. 
Further,  the  Urban  District  of  Mangotsfield  was  created  by  the 
County  Council  in  1927,  and  the  number  of  Urban  Districts  for 
the  purposes  of  the  recent  census  was  increased  by  one  to  14  : 
in  connection  with  the  changes  in  the  County  boundary  the 
number  of  Rural  Districts  was  reduced  from  22  to  20.  The 
internal  re-arrangements  proposed  under  Section  46  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  1929  are  set  out  in  an  earlier  paragraph. 
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The  populations  used  for  the  calculation  of  the  rates  in  the 
County  and  constituent  districts  are  based  on  the  census  figures, 
but  the  case  of  Cheltenham  is  exceptional.  In  that  town  there 
are  large  residential  schools  and  the  term  population  exceeds 
considerably  that  in  the  holiday  period  when  the  census  was  taken. 
The  Registrar -General  has  agreed  in  such  instances  to  enlarge  the 
figure  for  statistical  purposes,  and  the  population  for  Cheltenham 
is  taken  as  50,900  instead  of  the  census  figure  of  49,385. 

The  natural  increase  in  population  during  the  t§n  years 
1921-30,  that  is  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  13,316,  whereas 
the  census  shows  an  increase  of  7,575.  These  two  figures  are  not 
strictly  comparable,  partly  owing  to  changes  in  the  areas,  but  the 
excess  of  emigration  from  over  immigration  into  the  County  is 
probably  represented  fairly  well  by  the  difference  between  these 
two  numbers,  that  is  about  5,741  or  approximately  1.75  per  cent. 
This  is  very  much  less  than  the  similar  loss  in  the  previous  de- 
cennium  of  16,400,  or  about  5 per  cent.,  and  in  the  decennium 
1901-10  of  22,203,  or  about  6.85  per  cent.  These  figures  are  only 
. approximate,  but  from  such  information  as  is  available  it  would 
appear  that  there  is  a tendency  towards  equalisation  of  emigration 
and  immigration  so  far  as  the  Administrative  County  is  concerned. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  reached  the 
low  figure  of  4,913,  which  is  only  127  more  than  the  number 
(4,786)  in  the  exceptional  year  1917.  The  decline  has  been  fairly 
steady  since  1920  : the  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
(14.6)  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  and  is  approaching  half  what  it 
was  forty  years  ago.  The  general  trend  is  set  out  in  the  following 
statement  : — 


1931 

1926- 

1930 

1921- 

1925 

1916- 

1920 

1911- 

1915 

1906- 

1910 

1901- 

1905 

Urban... 

12.9 

13.5 

16.7 

16.7 

18.1 

20.8 

22.3 

Rural  ... 

15.4 

15.7 

18.4 

17.9 

19.8 

22.4 

24.6 

Administrative  County 

14.6 

15.0 

17.9 

17.6 

19.3 

21.8 

23.8 

England  and  Wales... 

15.8 

16.7 

19.9 

20.1 

23.6 

26.3 

28.2 

In  view  of  the  popular  discussion  on  the  regulation  of  births, 
the  following  comparison  is  not  without  interest  : — 
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Birth 

Death 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1901-5 

23.8 

14.1 

1906-10 

21.8 

13.3 

1911-15 

19.3 

13.4 

1916-20 

17.6 

14.4 

1921-25 

17.9 

12.4 

1926-30 

• • • 

15.0 

12.6 

There  has  been  a decrease  in  both  the  birth  rate  and  the 
death  rate  in  the  present  century.  But  even  in  this  period  of 
thirty  years,  while  the  birth  rate  has  fallen  37  per  cent.,  the  death 
rate  has  been  reduced  by  only  11-12  per  cent.  : that  is  there  is  a 
distinct  tendency  towards  an  approximation  of  birth  and  death 
rates  and  a stable  instead  of  an  increasing  population.  If  the 
aims  of  those  who  advocate  regulation  of  births  were  realised,  the 
time  at  which  the  rates  approximated  would  be  expedited.  Even 
the  present  fall  has  been  attributed  in  some  degree  to  this  deliberate 
regulation,  but  presumably  up  to  the  present  time  it  has  occurred 
amongst  the  careful  and  intelligent  population  : if  that  be  correct, 
the  result  to  be  anticipated  is  a great  increase  between  the  present 
disproportion  between  the  careful  and  shiftless  among  our  popula- 
tion. This  is  a possibility  which  must  be  faced  by  those  who 
advocate  the  artificial  regulation  of  births. 

Death  Rates. 

There  was  an  increase  of  413  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
4,011  in  1930  to  4,424  in  1931,  and  in  the  death  rate  from  11.85 
to  13.2  : the  general  trend  of  the  death  rate  by  quinquennia  is 
shown  in  the  following  summary  : — 


1931 

1926- 

1930 

1921- 

1925 

1916- 

1920 

1911- 

1915 

1906- 

1910 

1901- 

1905 

Urban  ... 

14.2 

13.2 

13.6 

15.1 

14.2 

14.1 

14.6 

Rural  ... 

12.6 

12.3 

11.9 

14.1 

13.0 

12.9 

13.8 

Administrative  County 

13.2 

12.6 

12.4 

14.4 

13.4 

13.3 

14.1 

England  and  Wales... 

12.3 

10.3 

10.9 

13.4 

13.7 

14.4 

16.0 

From  this  there  had  been  a slight  but  fairly  steady  fall  during  the 
century.  The  rise  in  1916-20  was  due  mainly  to  the  epidemic  of 
influenza  in  1918,  to  which  849  deaths  (18  per  cent,  of  total 
deaths)  were  attributed  : in  no  other  year  on  record  were  so  many 
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as  half  this  number  recorded  and  the  average  annual  number  in 
the  past  decennium  was  164.  Associated  with  influenza  in  years 
of  high  mortality  are  increases  in  the  deaths  attributed  to  bron- 
chitis and  pneumonia.  In  view  of  the  character  of  this  infection 
and  the  rapidity  of  its  spread,  variations  in  death  rates  are  to  be 
expected,  but  while  the  rise  in  1931  was  partly  attributable  to 
this  cause  (94),  contributory  factors  were  heart  disease  (117), 
bronchitis  (83),  cancer  (47)  and  pneumonia  (44).  While  there  is 
this  association  between  influenza  and  respiratory  affections,  it  is 
interesting  to  observe  that  there  is  evidence  of  a steady  fall 
when  the  figures  for  the  quinquennial  periods  are  examined  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  of  comparative  figures  for  the 
respective  death  rates. 


1902- 

1906- 

1911- 

1916- 

1921- 

1926- 

5. 

10. 

15. 

20. 

25. 

30. 

Bronchitis  ... 

100 

85 

82 

77 

64 

49 

Pneumonia 

100 

88 

88 

89 

68 

68 

Tuberculosis — 

Respiratory  . . . 

100 

100 

92 

112 

81 

70 

Other  forms  ... 

100 

82 

71 

69 

54 

40 

Cancer  

100 

111 

126 

148 

154 

169 

Heart  Diseases 

100 

103 

99 

124 

120 

153 

Reference  will  be  found  in  later  paragraphs  to  tuberculosis, 
but  attention  may  here  be  drawn  to  the  increases  with  respect  to 
cancer  and  heart  disease  which  are  becoming  larger  and  larger 
factors  in  the  total  death  rate.  This  fact  is  in  a measure  due  to 
the  reduction  in  deaths  from  preventable  causes  and  the  general 
improvement  in  conditions  of  living  with  the  consequent  pro- 
longation of  the  average  duration  of  life  to  the  time  when  these 
two  conditions  are  observed  mostly.  Attention  then  is  naturally 
directed  to  the  possibility  of  prevention  in  these  new  directions, 
and  there  would  appear  to  be  no  doubt  but  that  there  is  scope 
and  opportunity.  The  development  of  knowledge  of  the  effect 
of  electrical  applications  and  radium  emanations  on  new  growths 
such  as  cancer  and  sarcoma  has  opened  a new  field  and  there  is 
considerable  ground  for  hope  that,  by  the  earlier  recognition  of  the 
trouble  and  prompt  treatment  (including  surgical  treatment),  a 
condition  formerly  regarded  as  hopeless  may  be  cured.  It  is 
very  encouraging  that  in  this  County  a sum  has  been  set  aside 
so  that  a few  persons  who  would  otherwise  be  unable  to  benefit 
from  the  special  opportunities  available  may  be  assisted  to  have 
radium  treatment.  Researches  are  being  made  into  the  causes 
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of  rheumatic  heart  disease,  but  our  knowledge  of  the  subject  is 

y n°  means  complete  and  for  the  time  being  remedial  measures 
must  be  followed. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year 

f0a„C,h!d  o™  reC?rd  !°W  figure  of  247  in  1930>  but  increased  in 
lydl  to  269  ; also  the  number  of  births,  on  which  the  infantile 

mortality  is  calculated,  being  smaller,  the  rate  is  appreciably 
nigher  than  m 1930,  the  increase  being  from  50  to  55.  The 
general  fall  m the  infantile  death  rate  is  evidenced  in  the  following 
quinquennial  summary  : — & 


Urban 

Rural 

1931. 

1926- 

1930. 

1921- 

1925. 

1916- 

1920. 

1911- 

1915. 

1906- 

1910. 

1901- 

1905. 

55 

54.5 

58 

52 

68 

53 

69 

66 

87 

77 

95.5 

75 

Ill 

92.5 

Administrative 

County 

England  and  Wales... 

55 

66 

54 

68 

55 

76 

67 

90 

80 

110 

81 

117 

98 

138 

The  rise  in  1931  is  due  mainly  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  under  the  somewhat  indefinite  heading  of  congenital 
debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc.,  and  the  informa- 
tion available  is  in  insufficient  detail  for  precise  observation.  It 
may,  however,  be  said  generally  that  such  deaths  occur  mostly 
m the  very  early  weeks  of  life  and  that  preventive  measures  are 
associated  largely  with  ante-natal  care.  As  is  evidenced  in  the 

byDr-  E'  Catherine  Morris  Jones  on  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare,  increasing  attention  is  given  to  this  branch  of 

woik,  and  it  is  hoped  t.iat  the  results  will  be  increasingly  evidenced 
m the  near  future. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  ¥/ELFARE. 

1.  Notification  of  Birtits. 

The  proportion  of  births  notified  within  36  hours  of  their 

oZTqT  18  f-fi 5rrtCeT-  , T^oe  Were  4’438  births  registered  and 
only  3,926  notified  of  which  3,178  (80  9 per  cent.)  were  notified  by 

midwives,  and  748  (19  1 per  cent.)  by  doctors  and  parents. 
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2.  Health  Visiting. 


The  following  summary  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  during 
the  year  by  all  health  visitors  : — 


First  visits.  Total  visits. 


(a)  To  expectant  mothers 

(b)  To  children  under  I year 

(c)  To  children  between  1-5  years 


1,931  12,934 

3,795  24,935 


47,271 


Total 


5,726 


85,140 


This  is  a decrease  of  440  visits  over  the  figure  of  last  year.  The 
number  of  ante-natal  visits  paid  is  actually  higher  than  in  1930,  and 
the  chief  fall  is  in  the  visits  paid  to  children  over  1 year  old.  The 
necessity  for  the  frequent  visiting  of  these  children,  especially 
where  no  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  available,  is  being  constantly 
pointed  out  to  the  nurses  ; but  many  health  visitors  have  a larger 
number  of  health  cards  than  thay  can  properly  deal  with,  and  the 
older  children  are  more  likely  to  be  left  un visited.  The  standard 
of  work,  however,  appears  more  satisfactory,  and  good  practical 
advice  is  given  in  the  homes  by  the  majority  of  the  nurses. 

3.  Measles  Visiting. 

There  were  635  cases  of  measles  during  the  year  in  which  the 
district  nurses  visited  and  assisted  with  the  nursing.  This  disease 
was  more  prevalent  during  1931,  and  every  care  was  taken  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  the  more  serious  complications  of  the 
condition. 

4.  Infant  Protection  Visiting. 

The  work  under  the  Children  Act,  1908,  Part  I,  in  respect  of 
children  under  the  care  of  foster  mothers,  has  grown  considerably 
since  it  was  transferred  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  Council.  All  new  homes  are  inspected  by  a 
County  Health  Superintendent  on  notice  being  received  from  the 
foster  parents,  and  subsequent  visits  are  paid  monthly  by  the 
district  nurse  or  health  visitors.  It  has  been  necessary  to  make 
requests  for  certain  provisions  to  be  carried  out  in  several  cases,  but 
in  no  case  were  proceedings  taken  during  the  year. 

Number  of  foster  parents  on  the  register  in  January,  1931  ...  106 


in  December,  1931  ...  113 


9 9 


28  foster  parents  gave  up  their  charge  and  35  persons  were 
newly  registered  during  the  year. 


Number  of  children  on  the  register  in  January,  1931 
, ,,  ,,  in  December,  1931 


121 

139 
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38  children  were  moved  to  other  places  and  36  new  children 
were  registered. 

5.  Admissions  to  Hospital. 

Maternity  Cases. 

The  number  of  cases  requiring  admissions  for  various  reasons  is 
increasing  in  the  County,  but  owing  to  the  present  circumstances  it 
is  not  possible  to  give  approval  to  all  the  cases  which  make  applica- 
tion. Special  consideration  is  given  to  all  cases  of  unsuitable  home 
conditions,  and  admission  is  authorised  only  when  no  arrangement 
can  be  made  elsewhere.  The  policy  of  providing  for  the  ante-natal 
treatment  of  patients  is  of  the  greatest  benefit. 

The  following  table  shows  the  record  of  admissions  since 
1924  : — 


1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 


Confinement. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Total 

9 

- 

9 

18 

— 

18 

46 

- 

46 

52 

6 

58 

60 

7 

67 

126 

20 

146 

131 

18 

149 

165 

15 

180 

The  causes  necessitating  admission  were  as  under  : — 


Obstetric. 


Contracted  pelvis  ...  ...  18 

Abnormal  presentation  ...  ...  15 

Toxaemia  48 

Prolonged  labour 10 

Previous  history  of  abnormal  labours  5 

Other  anticipated  difficulty  ...  16 

112 

Medical 

Heart  disease  5 

Other  conditions  ...  ...  ...  g 

— 13 


Home  Conditions  29 

Cases  arranged  through  Diocesan 

Association  H 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  15 

6.  Infants  and  Young  Children. 

In  certain  cases  of  inadequate  home  care  and  knowledge  and 
retarded  development  as  in  early  rickets,  it  is  of  advantage  to  keep 
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the  child  for  a few  weeks  under  the  special  supervision  of  a hospital, 
and  several  children  have  benefited  in  this  way  during  the  year. 


1928 

... 

• • • 

7 cases  admitted. 

1929 

... 

. • . 

24  „ 

9f 

1930 

. • . 

. . . 

19  „ 

> y 

1931 

... 

... 

20  „ 

99 

7.  Consultant  Opinions. 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  services  of  a consultant  to  be 
secured  by  any  medical  practitioner  for  his  patient  in  cases  of 
pregnancy  and  confinement.  Advantage  is  taken  of  this  in  some 
cases,  but  it  is  felt  that  more  use  might  be  made  of  this  service. 

The  summary  of  consultations  is  as  follows  :■ — 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia.  Confinement. 


1927  8 3 

1928  10  4 

1929  11  6 

1930  8 6 

1931  7 8 


8.  Assisted  Milk  Supplies. 

The  increasing  number  of  applications  for  supply  of  free  milk 
during  the  year  led  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  whole  policy,  and 
the  Committee  debated  the  necessity  of  reducing  the  expenditure 
by  cutting  out  this  service  entirely.  It  was  felt,  however,  that  this 
was  not  the  time  to  take  such  action,  as  the  mothers  and  infants 
were  in  special  need  of  this  additional  nourishment.  Dried  and 
fresh  milk  is,  therefore,  still  being  supplied  to  necessitous  cases,  but 
a medical  certificate  is  now  required  after  the  supply  has  been 
given  for  six  months. 

1929.  1930.  1931. 

Number  of  new  applications  ...  ...  433  489  596 

,,  ,,  monthly  extensions  ...  ...  1,886  3,233  4,427 

9.  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927. 

There  were  15  private  homes  for  maternit}^  and  medical  cases 
under  inspection  in  January  1931.  One  home  was  transferred  to 
Worcestershire  C.C.  owing  to  the  alteration  of  boundaries  in  April 
1931,  one  home  has  been  given  up  and  7 new  homes  have  been 
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registered  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  20  homes  under 
supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

10.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Ante-natal  Centres. 

(a)  Cinderford.  This  centre  was  opened  in  September  1929. 
There  is  a general  readiness  to  attend  and  to  take  advantage  of  the 
advice  given.  The  midwives  encourage  their  patients  to  attend 
regularly  and  find  the  centre  helpful  in  their  work. 

( b ) Lydney.  This  centre  was  opened  in  April  1930.  The 
work  was  handed  over  to  the  local  medical  practitioners  in 
September,  and  there  has  been  a steady  regular  attendance. 

(c)  Soundwell.  This  centre  was  opened  in  January  1931,  as  it 
was  felt  that  there  was  need  for  one  in  the  south  of  the  county. 
At  the  request  of  the  local  doctors,  Dr.  Lily  Baker  was  asked  to 
take  over  the  medical  work  in  September,  and  she  is  very  satisfied 
with  the  work  carried  out  there. 

(d)  Berkeley.  This  centre  was  opened  in  October  1931  and  is 
fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  the  Committee  of  the  I.W.C.  to 
undertake  the  social  side  of  the  work  and  give  advice  to  the  mothers 
on  sewing  and  knitting  and  the  preparation  of  the  home.  This  is  a 
very  important  part  of  the  w~ork  and  it  is  hoped  it  may  be  extended 
to  other  ante -natal  centres. 

The  following  summaries  refer  to  the  work  of  all  centres  during 

1931 


Cinder- 

ford. 

Lydney. 

Sound- 

well. 

Berkeley. 

Total. 

Number  of  new  patients — 
Primipara 

23 

11 

19 

8 

61 

Multipara 

49 

32 

32 

11 

124 

,,  post-natal  patients 

4 

2 

2 

1 

9 

,,  old  patients  carried 

on  to  1931 

13  . 

7 

— 

— 

20 

Total  No.  of  patients  ... 

89 

52 

53 

20 

214 

Number  of  attendances  of 
ante-natal  patients 

150 

82 

84 

22 

338 

,,  attendances  of  post- 

natal  patients 

39 

15 

24 

2 

80 

Total 

189 

197 

108 

24 

418 

Average  attendances 
per  Session  ... 

14 

8 

9 

' 

8 

10 

20 


Abnormalities. 


Oral  sepsis 
Obstetric  conditions 
Medical  conditions 


34 

44 

30 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Six  new  centres  were  formally  approved  and  opened  during  the 
year  at  Quedgeley,  Marshfield,  Moreton-in-Marsh,  Stow-on-the- 
Wold,  Tetbury  and  Lydbrook,  and  Blockley  was  transferred  from 
Worcestershire,  making  a total  of  39  centres  in  the  County.  Good 
work  is  being  done  in  these  centres,  and  the  Federation  of  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  has  assisted  by  the  compilation  of  a Speakers’  List 
and  the  arrangement  for  each  centre  to  be  provided  with  three 
speakers  during  each  half  year.  This  has  not  been  sufficiently 
taken  advantage  of,  and  some  centres  do  not  yet  appear  to  realise 
that  the  educational  work  is  a very  important  part  of  their  activi- 
ties and  that  without  it  the  centre  performs  a very  much  less  useful 
function.  The  County  Federation  of  Women’s  Institutes  have  been 
very  sympathetic,  many  institutes  having  asked  specially  for  an 
address  on  the  work,  and  numerous  institute  members  take  part  in 
their  own  centre  activities. 


Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  centres  : — 


(а)  By  children  under  1 year 

(б)  „ „ over  1 year 

Average  attendances  per  session 


8,886 

15,090 

27-3 


11.  Travelling  Health  Exhibition. 

The  Exhibition  made  two  tours  during  the  year,  visiting  11 
villages  in  the  districts  of  Fairford  and  Cirencester  and  10  villages 
in  the  Stroud  valleys.  The  organisation  is  now  much  more  com- 
plete ; each  association  taking  part  is  able  to  make  all  its  own 
arrangements,  and  these  are  co-ordinated  by  the  Exhibition  Com- 
mittee. It  was  anticipated  that  the  tour  in  November  would  be 
the  last  for  some  time,  owing  to  the  M.  and  C.W.  Committees 
decision  to  withdraw  the  grant ; but  so  many  people,  among  them 
several  County  Councillors,  testified  to  the  value  of  the  work  that 
the  Committee  agreed  to  include  the  necessary  sum  in  their  esti- 
mates for  1932-33.  Undoubtedly,  the  Exhibition  arouses  great 
interest  in  health  matters,  and  reports  are  frequently  received  of 
new  local  health  activities  which  are  a direct  result  of  the  visit  of 
the  Exhibition. 
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12.  Administration  of  Mid  wives  Acts. 


Provision  of  Midwifery  Services. 


The  position  in  .December  1931  was  as  under  : — 


Number  of  practising  Midwives — 

Trained — working  for  associations 
Trained — private  ... 

Untrained — private 

Number  of  Parishes— 

(a)  covered  by  District  Nurse-midwives 

(b)  covered  by  Independent  Midwives 

(c)  with  no  Certified  Midwife  ... 
Number  of  registered  births 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  Certified  Midwives 
Percentage  of  total  births  ... 

Number  of  cases  requiring  medical  help  ... 


172 

60 

11 


337 

7 

5 

4,438 

2,629 

59 

1,233 


Midwifery  Services  by 

No.  of 

Area  in 

Population 

District  Nurses. 

D.N.A. 

Parishes. 

Acres. 

1921. 

(a)  Associations  affiliated  with  Glos. 

C.N.A 

129 

331 

732,825 

308.997 

( b ) Associations  affiliated  with  other 

C.N.A 

3 

3 

4,029 

654 

(c)  Non-affiliated  associations 

2 

3 

6,307 

720 

184 

337 

743,161 

301,371 

Exclude  Cheltenham  M.B.  ... 

1 

1 

4,726 

48,430 

133 

336 

738,435 

261,941 

Independent  Mid  wives 

— 

7 

27,049 

16,226 

No  Certified  Midwife 

— 

6 

8,306 

1,690 

Total  Administrative  County 

133 

349 

773,790 

279,857 

Owing  to  the  alterations  of  boundaries  during  the  year,  many 
changes  took  place  in  the  nursing  associations.  Of  associations 
affiliated  to  the  Gloucester  County  Nursing  Association  two  parishes 
were  transferred  to  other  counties,  while  6 transferred  parishes 
were  added  to  existing  associations.  Two  associations  previously 
affiliated  to  other  County  Nursing  Associations  were  transferred 
entirely,  and  one  became  newly  affiliated. 

Two  parishes  with  independent  midwives  and  4 having  no 
certified  midwife  were  transferred  to  other  counties.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  report  that  one  new  association  was  added  at  Bream  and 
one  at  South  Cerney  re-affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tion, also  that  a certified  midwife  is  now  available  for  Oldbury-on- 
Severn.  The  position  in  the  County,  therefore,  shows  some 
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improvement  on  the  previous  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  further 
progress  will  be  made  in  spite  of  the  present  difficult  situation. 

King  Edivard  Memorial  Fund. 

Nurses  maintained  from  this  Fund  were  utilised  for  duty  in  the 
County  on  the  following  occasions  : — 

Emergency  duty  ...  77  weeks  4 days 
Holiday  duty  ...  23  ,,  4 ,, 

In  addition,  nurses  were  required  for  emergency  duty  for  78 
weeks  when  the  above  nurses  were  fully  employed. 

Confinements  attended  by  Certified,  Midwives. 

The  number  of  births  notified  was  3,926,  and  of  these  3,178 
were  notified  by  midwives.  The  total  number  of  births  registered 
was  4,438  and  the  number  of  confinements  attended  by  midwives 
was  2,629,  or  59  per  cent.  This  is  a higher  figure  than  in  1930,  and 
is  a satisfactory  sign. 

Notices  received  under  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

1930  1931. 

Confinements  attended  by 


Midwives 

2,532 

2,629 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

Medical  help,  mother 

1,044 

41-2 

1,052 

40.0 

,,  ,,  infant 

220 

8-7 

181 

6*8 

Still-births 

82 

3-2 

51 

1-9 

Death  of  mother  ... 

1 

— 

2 

•1 

,,  infant 

28 

1-1 

22 

•8 

A rtificial  feeding  . . . 

41 

1*6 

30 

1-1 

Total 

1,416 

55*8 

1,338 

50*7 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  midwife  called  in 
medical  attention  for  mother  or  child  in  46  per  cent,  of  her  cases. 
This  figure  is  not  so  high  as  last  year,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
from  the  detailed  records  that  an  increasingly  large  number  of 
summonses  are  being  sent  during  pregnancy.  The  midwives  of 
the  County  are  realising  the  importance  of  adequate  ante- natal 
supervision  and  are  proving  that  the  advice  of  a doctor  for  some 
slight  abnormality  may  well  prevent  serious  trouble  during  the 
confinement  and  lying-in.  It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note  the  smaller 
number  of  cases  where  artificial  feeding  is  resorted  to  in  the  early 
days  of  the  child’s  life.  Every  effort  is  made  through  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  centres  to  educate  the  mother  in  the  importance 
of  breast  feeding  and  to  help  her  to  establish  it. 
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Other  Notices — 

No.  of  Midwives  who  notified 
their  intention  to  practise  during 
the  year  ... 


1930. 

289 


1931. 

275 


Change  of  address 
Laying  out  dead  body 
Source  of  infection 


Number.  Per  100  Number.  Per  100 


Midwives.  Mid  wives. 


52 

18 

68 

24 

23 

8 

39 

14 

83 

28*7 

70 
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Still-births  and  Early  Infant  Deaths . 

There  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  still- births 
occurring  in  midwives’  cases  this  year,  though  the  total  number 
notified  was  higher  than  in  1930.  As  in  previous  years,  every 
midwife’s  case  is  enquired  into,  but  the  results  are  difficult  to 
tabulate  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

Over  half  the  number  occurred  in  full-time  infants,  and  in  22 
of  the  cases  there  was  a history  of  some  illness  of  the  mother  or 
abnormality  at  confinement  which  may  have  been  responsible  for 
the  death  of  the  child. 


For  the  first  time,  enquiries  were  made  also  into  the  deaths  of 
infants  under  4 weeks,  and  72  investigations  were  made.  It  was 
thought  that  the  same  conditions  which  led  to  a still- birth  might 
also  result  in  the  child’s  early  death.  The  figures  are  interesting, 
but  the  number  is  too  small  for  any  definite  conclusions  to  be 
drawn. 


Early 

Still-births.  Infant  Deaths. 


(a)  Congenital  disease  or  deformity 

6 

12 

(b)  Disease  of  infant 

— 

15 

(c)  Disease  of  mother  during  pregnancy 

10 

9 

(d)  Difficult  labour 

12 

22 

(e)  Emergency — no  ante-natal  care 

5 

1 

(/)  B.B.A. — no  attendant  at  birth 

6 



(g)  No  apparent  reason  or  no  difficulty  at 
confinement 

12 

10 

( h ) Overlaying  /Parental  / ... 

— 

2 

Wrong  feeding  /ignorance  / ... 

— 

1 

Possibly  the  cases  coming  in  groups  ( b ),  (c)  and  (d)  should  have 
been  preventable,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  education  of  the  parents  in 
the  value  of  ante-natal  supervision  and  the  care  of  the  new-born 
some  improvement  may  be  made  in  this  direction. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Notices  of  rise  of  temperature  were  received  from  midwives  in 
51  cases.  20  of  these  were  mild  conditions  which  rapidly  recovered, 
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but  31  were  subsequently  notified  as  puerperal  pyrexia, together  with 
20  cases  notified  by  doctors,  making  a total  of  51  notifications  of 
puerperal  pyrexia.  15  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  under  the 
County  Council  Scheme,  7 others  were  also  admitted,  and  consult- 
ant opinion  was  desired  in  7 cases.  5 of  the  patients  died  from 
septicaemia.  Our  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  puerperal  sepsis  is  still 
very  limited,  but  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  in  hospital 
are  available  in  all  parts  of  the  County. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

The  number  of  maternal  deaths  during  1931  was  unfortunately 
double  that  of  the  previous  year,  as  25  mothers  died  within  a month 
of  their  confinement,  in  spite  of  the  measures  taken  in  the  County 
to  endeavour  to  deal  with  this  distressing  problem.  A personal 
enquiry  is  made  into  each  case  to  obtain  particulars  for  the 
Departmental  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  also 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  discussing  the  circumstances  with  the 
doctor  and  midwife  concerned.  The  doctors  are  most  helpful  in 
this  matter,  and  have  given  every  courtesy  and  assistance  when 
approached  on  this  subject.  In  most  cases  it  is  difficult  to  bring 
forward  any  suggestion  as  to  a course  which  might  have  prevented 
the  death  ; but  all  measures  which  make  for  the  better  health  and 
well-being  of  the  woman  during  her  pregnancy  will  help  greatly  to 
ensure  her  safety  during  and  after  confinement. 

Summary  of  cases  : — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  at  home  : — 

(a)  By  doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

( b ) By  midwife  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  patients  delivered  in  : — 

(a)  Nursing  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


( b ) Hospital 

• • • • • • 

10 

Number  of  patients  confined  without  an  attendant  ... 

1 

,,  ,,  ,,  died  undelivered  ... 

• • • • • • 

1 

,,  ,,  ,,  died  at  home 

• • • • • • 

10 

,,  ,,  ,,  died  in  hospital 

• • • • • • 

15 

Causes  of  death. 

1.  Directly  due  to  pregnancy  : — 
Puerperal  sepsis 

7 

Toxemia 

6 

Haemorrhage 



2 

Shock 

... 

3 

Pulmonary  embolism  ... 

• • • • • • 

2 

2.  Associated  conditions 

• • • • • • 

- 20 

5 

Maternal  mortality  rate — all  cases 

• • • • • • 

5'f) 
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Discharging  Eyes. 

Medical  aid  was  called  in  by  midwives  in  71  cases  of  discharging 
eyes.  The  majority  of  these  cases  were  slight  and  rapidly  re- 
sponded to  treatment,  but  in  some  of  them,  and  in  some  doctors’ 
cases,  there  was  a condition  sufficiently  severe  to  be  regarded  as 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  20  such  cases  were  notified.  2 were 
removed  to  hospital  and  the  other  cases  recovered  after  suitable 
treatment.  There  has  been  no  case  of  blindness  reported  as 
resulting  from  this  infection. 

Special  Visits  and  Inspections. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  was  1,010.  This 
includes  both  the  routine  inspections  of  the  midwives  by  Miss  Mil- 
ford and  her  assistant  and  the  County  Health  Superintendents, 
and  also  visits  for  special  enquiry  in  certain  cases.  The  midwives 
are  always  anxious  to  keep  their  work  up  to  date,  and  welcome 
the  opportunity  of  discussing  their  problems. 

Observations. 

Propaganda. — The  importance  of  continuously  teaching  the 
population  the  elements  of  healthy  living  and  the  special  need 
of  attention  for  mothers  and  young  children  is  well  recognised 
by  the  Committee,  and  the  Travelling  Health  Exhibition  is  fully 
utilised  for  this  purpose.  It  is  also  necessary  to  make  known  the 
facilities  for  mothers  and  children  which  are  available  so  that  the 
fullest  use  may  be  made  of  them  and  many  talks  are  given  on  this 
subject  to  groups  of  women,  Adult  Schools,  Women’s  Institutes, 
District  Nursing  Associations  and  others.  All  the  audiences 
appear  to  be  thoroughly  interested  in  the  matter  and  the  members 
are  able  to  pass  on  the  information.  It  is  a pity  that  more  time 
cannot  be  devoted  to  this  work,  as  there  is  still  a good  deal  of 
ignorance  to  be  dispelled. 

Dental  Work. — Reference  was  made  to  the  proposed  extension 
of  the  work  in  this  direction  in  last  year’s  Report.  Four  centres 
have  now  been  equipped  for  dealing  with  the  treatment  of  mothers 
and  infants,  and  an  additional  dental  surgeon  has  been  appointed. 
The  work  will  necessarily  proceed  slowly  at  first  but  it  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  fully  established  during  1932. 

Restriction  of  Work. — Having  regard  to  the  economic  situation, 
the  M.  and  CAV.  Committee  were  regretfully  compelled  to  make 
some  restrictions  in  the  extension  of  the  schemes.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  curtail  the  formation  of  ante-natal  centres,  and  only 
two  are  authorised  for  the  current  year  ; also,  any  financial 
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assistance  to  new  Infant  Welfare  Centres  has  been  withheld  for  the 
next  year.  Existing  work  is  to  continue  on  the  same  lines,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  these  restrictions  will  soon  be  withdrawn  and  that  all 
parts  of  the  County  will  have  the  fullest  benefits  available  for  the 
care  of  the  mothers  and  children. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  on  31st  March, 
1932,  was  675,  23  less  than  a year  previously.  Even  in  the  short 
time  that  registration  has  been  in  force,  there  is  encouraging 
evidence  that  blindness  in  the  early  years  of  life  is  decreasing  : 
this  is  shown  in  the  following  statement  of  the  percentages  of 
blind  persons  and  of  the  ages  of  onset  of  blindness  in  1923  and  1932. 

Percentages  in 
Age  Groups. 

Registered  Ages  at  which 


Blind 

Persons. 

Blindness  occurred. 

1923. 

1932. 

1923.* 

1932. 

0-5 

.9 

— 

30.2 

8.6 

6-20 

9.6 

4.2 

10.1 

8.6 

21-50 

...  29.75 

19.0 

23.65 

23.5 

Over  50  ... 

...  59.7 

76.9 

31.55 

51.5 

* 4.5  per  cent,  unknown. 

In  1923  there  were  59  blind  persons  under  the  age  of  21  years, 
but  in  1932  the  number  was  only  28  and  there  were  no  blind 
children  under  the  age  of  5 years  : in  the  latter  year  over  three- 
quarters  of  the  blind  were  above  the  age  of  50  years.  The  second 
part  of  the  table  shows  how  serious  a cause  for  blindness  was 
ophthalmia  neonatorum.  Of  536  persons  in  1923  150  (over  one- 
quarter)  had  been  blinded  before  their  first  birthday,  but  the 
proportion  had  fallen  to  one-seventh  ten  years  later.  Small 
numbers  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  are  still  notified,  but 
in  only  one  of  the  446  cases  during  the  past  19  years  was  any 
impairment  of  vision  reported  and  that  in  slight  degree.  Certified 
midwives  are  required  to  notify  any  discharge  from  a baby’s 
eyes,  however  slight,  and  prompt  treatment  is  given  in  all  cases. 

There  remains,  however,  a vast  field  for  the  prevention  of  this 
serious  affliction  in  later  life.  A Committee  of  the  Union  of 
Counties  Associations  has  given  careful  consideration  to  the 
subject  and  has  issued  a report  with  a draft  case  paper  : if  full 
information  in  the  form  therein  suggested  is  obtained  for  each 
case,  a fund  of  material  will  be  available  for  guidance  as  to 
directions  for  research  with  a view  to  preventing  diseases  of  the 
eye  resulting  in  blindness  in  later  life. 
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The  County  Council  is  fortunate  in  having  as  their  agents  a 
very  keen  County  Association  for  the  Blind  with  an  invaluable 
Honorary  Secretary  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Page.  In  addition  to 
the  three  salaried  Home  Teachers  there  are  146  voluntary  workers, 
and  of  their  expenditure  of  about  £3,700  p.a.,  about  £1,500  comes 
from  voluntary  sources.  The  Association  presented  the  following 
report  for  the  year  ended  31st  March  1932  : — 

In  presenting  the  Report  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1932,  the  Committee 
wish  to  thank  the  146  Voluntary  Helpers  whose  services  become  ever  more  valuable 
as  the  work  increases. 

Registration. — On  March  31st,  1932,  the  number  of  Certified  Blind  was  675. 

During  the  year  64  fresh  cases  have  been  reported,  66  have  died  and  21  have 
left  the  County.  There  are,  in  addition,  156  names  on  .the  Observation  List. 

Education,  Training  and  Employment. — The  County  Education  Committee 
have  accepted  responsibility  for  two  girls  at  the  N.  Wales  School  for  Blind  Children 
at  Rhyl,  for  a boy  at  the  Royal  Blind  School,  Birmingham  and  for  1 1 children  at  the 
Royal  School  of  Industry  for  the  Blind  at  Westbury-on-Trym.  Four  adults  are 
training  at  the  Royal  Blind  School  at  Leatherhead,  three  at  Westbury,  one  at  the 
Barclay  Home  at  Brighton,  one  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  and  one  at  Cheltenham 
Blind  Workshops.  Sixteen  men  and  four  women  are  employed  at  Cheltenham  and 
two  women  at  Bristol  Institution. 

Registered  Home  Workers.— The  year  started  with  15  Home  Workers 
supervised  by  Bristol  Institution  but  two  have  now  been  removed  and  one  young 
man  who  could  not  succeed  in  piano  tuning  or  teaching  is  now  mat-making  at 
Bristol  as  an  Improver.  Miss  Ivy  Baileys  of  Wotton-under-Edge,  as  a Machine 
Knitter  and  Tea  Agent,  and  Mr.  Albert  Morgan  of  Cinderford  as  a Boot  Repairer, 
have  now  been  approved  by  the  County  Council  as  Registered  Home  Workers. 

Six  Gloucestershire  cases  are  now  resident  at  Torr  Home  for  the  Blind,  near 
Plymouth,  one  is  at  Effingham  Lodge  in  Surrey,  and  one  at  the  Home  for  the  Blind 
in  Clifton.  Five  of  the  Blind  have  greatly  enjoyed  visits  to  the  Glynn  Vivian  Home 
for  Rest  at  the  Mumbles  and  speak  very  highly  of  the  good  food  and  attention  they 
receive  there.  Two  women  from  Soundwell  were  invited  during  the  Summer  to 
Mrs.  Sewell’s  Home  at  Clevedon. 

Finance. — The  Collection  undertaken  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
amounts  to  £851  and  it  is  indeed  gratifying  to  note  that,  in  spite  of  the  depressed 
financial  situation  in  the  Country,  Mr.  King  Cummings  has  increased  last  year’s 
record  by  over  £90. 

This  is  the  one  official  fund  for.  Gloucestershire  controlled  by  the  N.I.B. 
(Sec.,  Mr.  J.  King  Cummings,  2 St.  Paul’s  Road,  Clifton,  Bristol).  75  per  cent,  of  all 
money  raised  is  handed  over  to  this  Association  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  of  the 
County,  the  N. I. B.. retaining  25  per  cent,  for  work  of  a purety  National  character 
greatly  benefiting  all  blind  persons.  Several  Gloucestershire  cases  have  received 
help  from  the  N.I.B.  during  the  past  12  months.  • 

Grants  and  Pensions. — The  Committee  tender  their  grateful  thanks  to  the 
Gyde  Trustees  for  the  help  given,  including  a grant  of  £50  for  Blind  Children,  and 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Hethrington  Trust,  Gardner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind,  the  Arthur 
Hawkesley  Trust,  the  Royal  Blind  Pension  Society,  the  National  Blind  Relief 
Society,  the  Wing  Charity  and  the  Blind  Man’s  Friend,  through  the  Cloth  Workers’ 
Company,  for  many  grants  and  pensions  which  are  of  the  greatest  possible  service. 
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Home  Teaching  Service. — The  more  even  distribution  and  re-organisation  of 
the  Union  Areas  served  is  proving  quite  successful.  During  the  year  the  staff  of 
three  full  time  Home  Teachers  have  paid  4,726  visits  to  the  Blind  in  their  own  homes, 
have  given  502  lessons  in  Braille,  Moon  and  Handicrafts,  and  have  travelled  20,744 
miles.  There  are  50  Members  of  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind  and  eight 
Braille  and  Moon  Magazines  circulate  among  58  blind  persons.  Miss  Bedford  has 
twice  attended  Handicraft  Courses  at  Swiss  Cottage  in  preparation  for  the  Certificate 
Examination  which  she  takes  in  May. 

Necessitous  Blind. — Weekly  grants  have  been  given  to  159  needy  cases — 
raising  incomes  to  15/-  a week  inclusive  of  such  benefits  as  living  rent  free  and 
sharing  light  and  coal — and  help  for  Special  Needs  has  been  supplied  to  49  persons  at 
a total  cost  of  £1,059  11s.  4d. 

A sum  of  £30  was  spent  at  Christmas  on  coal,  groceries  and  warm  garments 
which  were  distributed  to  197  of  the  most  lonely  and  needy.  A sum  of  £5  6s.  Od. 
was  collected  by  Miss  A.  E.  Hutchinson  and  spent  on  her  Blind  of  the  Newent  Area. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — Help  has  been  given  towards  fares  and  the 
provision  of  glasses  to  45  persons  with  defective  vision  at  a cost  of  £14  15s.  5d.  In 
each  case  the  prescription  for  the  glasses  was  given  by  an  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

Since  October  1931  thirteen  cases  have  been  sent  to  Ophthalmic  Surgeons  for 
Certification  of  Blindness,  four  of  which  were  not  blind  within  the  Act. 

Parties.— A most  delightful  entertainment  was  given  by  Mrs.  Hugh  Andrews 
of  Toddington  Manor  to  about  130  of  the  Blind  from  Cheltenham,  Newent  and 
Tewkesbury  who  were  conveyed  by  private  cars  and  char-a-bancs.  It  was  a lovely 
party  most  thoroughly  appreciated.  Mrs.  Cadogan  most  kindly  invited  the  Blind 
of  Cirencester  Area  to  tea  at  Hatherop  Castle  but  the  weather  was  not  very  kind. 
Mrs.  de  Lisle  Bush  of  Eastington  Park  sent  a handsome  donation  for  the  Stroud 
Summer  Party  which  by  unanimous  vote  was  spent  on  gifts  for  the  40  Blind  of  the 
Stroud  Rural  and  Urban  Areas  who  are  prevented  by  illness  and  infirmity  from 
attending  the  Club.  Very  cheery  Christmas  Parties  took  place  early  in  January 
when  Miss  Awdry  of  Kingshill  organised  a charming  entertainment  at  Charfield,  and 
Toe  H provided  a concert  for  Stroud.  Mrs.  Roscoe  of  Birchamp  and  Mrs.  Conway 
Gordon  of  Staunton  gave  parties  to  the  Blind  of  Coleford  district  both  in  the  summer 
and  the  winter.  Mrs.  Meredith  and  her  many  kind  helpers  again  entertained  the 
Blind  of  the  Forest  at  Viney  Hill  most  successfully  and  cordial  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Red  and  White  Services  for  granting  free  transport. 

Sales. — Twelve  Sales  have  taken  place  resulting  in  a total  sum  of 
£205  15s.  7d.  Stalls  were  kindly  allowed  at  the  Three  Counties  Show  at  Hereford, 
the  County  Exhibition,  Floral  Fete  and  Chrysanthemum  Show  at  Cheltenham  and 
the  Flower  Shows  at  Cinderford  and  Frampton  Cotterell.  In  April,  Mrs.  Browning 
of  Stone  organised  a Sale  at  Woodford,  opened  by  Lady  Tubbs,  when  £32  7s.  lOd. 
was  taken.  Mrs.  Liddell  of  Lydney  Park  opened  a Sale  in  the  Church  Hall,  Lydney, 
most  kindly  lent  by  the  Vicar,  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Jones,  which  produced  £22  2s.  8d., 
the  Misses  Denison  Jones,  of  the  Grange,  Leonard  Stanley,  had  a Sale  in  November 
opened  by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  H.  E.  Holmes  a Court  which  realised  £25  10s.  3d.,  and  in 
July,  by  the  courtesy  of  Captain  E.  G.  Spencer  Churchill,  a Sale  took  place  at 
Northwick  Park,  Blockley,  opened  by  Lady  Edward  Spencer  Churchill,  which 
proved  a record,  the  sum  taken  amounting  to  £64  2s.  2d. 

On  October  19th,  1931,  through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  John  Warre,  a Depot  for 
the  Sale  of  goods  made  by  the  Blind  was  opened  at  9 Silver  Street,  Tetbury.  The 
sum  of  £17  11s.  Od.  has  already  resulted. 

Social  Centres. — Clubs  are  held  fortnightly  or  monthly  at  Charfield,  Chelten- 
ham, Cinderford,  Cirencester,  Coleford  and  Stroud,  and  have  a bright  and  beneficial 
influence  on  the  Blind  world.  They  are  moderately  well  attended  and  would  be 
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crowded  were  transport  not  such  a problem.  We  regret  to  announce  the  resigna- 
tion of  Miss  Manby  from  the  management  of  Charfield  Club — the  first  in  the  County, 
started  by  her  10  years  ago.  The  Members  presented  her  with  a Fender  Stool  as  a 
token  of  appreciation  and  affection.  We  are  much  indebted  to  Mrs.  Oppenheim  of 
Wotton-under-Edge  for  so  kindly  filling  this  gap. 

Best  thanks  are  indeed  due  to  all  who  give  up  their  time  so  regularly  to  help  at 
these  Clubs,  Bed  Letter  Days  in  many  of  the  lives  so  sadly  handicapped  and  cut  off 
from  many  social  pastimes. 

The  Hon.  Sec.  and  Home  Teaching  Staff  will  welcome  any  offers  of  help  for 
these  Clubs,  in  transport,  entertainment,  lectures,  etc.,  for  Sales  of  Work,  Garden 
Parties,  for  Drives  on  fine  sunny  days,  and  for  Annual  orders  for  dish  cloths  and 
floor  cloths  or  for  any  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Begistered  Home  Workers. 

There  is  in  Cheltenham  an  old-established  voluntary  workshop 
for  the  blind  which  was  handed  over  to  the  County  Council  in 
April  1928  and  which  is  managed,  in  their  behalf,  by  a committee 
of  the  County  Association.  They  presented  the  following  report  : 

Trading  conditions  during  the  year,  especially  during  the  crisis  of  the  last  six 
months  have  been  very  difficult  and  in  common  with  every  other  class  of  business  a 
decrease  in  sales  has  to  be  shown.  The  total  turnover  for  the  year  is  £1,163,  against 
£1,305  in  the  previous  twelve  months.  The  trading  deficit,  however,  is  less  by  the 
sum  of  £81,  and  this,  combined  with  some  reduction  of  payments  in  other  directions 
results  in  a small  surplus  of  income  over  expenditure  being  carried  to  the  balance 
sheet.  The  number  of  blind  persons  employed  remains  the  same,  though  one  man 
has  been  under  treatment  at  Standish  House  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The 
policy  of  the  Committee  of  keeping  everyone  employed  has  resulted  in  a consider- 
able increase  of  stock,  the  disposal  of  which  is  a matter  of  immediate  consideration. 
Import  duties  have  caused  a rise  in  the  price  of  certain  raw  materials  of  foreign 
origin,  and  it  would  be  advisable  under  present  circumstances  to  make  a propor- 
tional increase  in  our  charges  to  customers. 

A depot  has  been  opened  at  9 Silver  Street,  Tetbury  under  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Warre,  where  Workshop  products  are  on  sale,  and  orders  taken.  This  is  proving 
very  successful.  Every  effort  has  also  been  made  to  reach  a wider  circle  of  cus- 
tomers by  stalls  at  Shows  and  by  Sales  in  private  houses  in  conjunction  with  the 
County  Blind  Association. 

Orders  are  regularly  received  from  the  County  Mental  Hospitals,  County 
Police  and  the  Corporation  of  Cheltenham,  but  it  is  hoped  that  other  Public 
Departments  will  make  more  use  of  the  articles  which  can  be  produced  in  the 
Workshops. 

The  Committee  wish  to  express  their  appreciation  of  the  most  excellent  work 
done  by  Mr.  Shelmerdine,  the  Hon.  Manager,  and  they  are  deeply  indebted  to  him 
for  all  he  has  done. 

Mrs.  East,  the  Saleswoman,  has  been  at  the  Workshops  for  four  years,  during 
which  time  she  has  carried  out  her  duties  in  a highly  satisfactory  manner. 

It  will  be  noted  that  mention  is  made  of  the  fact  that  orders 
for  goods  made  at  the  workshop  are  received  from  certain  public 
authorities  and  it  should  always  be  in  mind  that  such  purchase 
of  the  work  of  the  blind  reduces  the  call  for  general  financial 
assistance. 
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SCHEME  FOR  THE  EXTENSION  OF  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

This  scheme  was  devised  in  1919  with  the  object  of  arranging 
the  treatment  activities  of  the  County  Council  as  one  service  with 
centres  of  treatment  common  to  all — school  children,  mothers  and 
infants,  tubercular  children  and  adults,  cripples  and  others  with 
orthopaedic  defects,  etc.  A further  object  was  to  utilise  existing 
agencies — medical,  nursing  and  hospitals — to  the  fullest  possible 
extent  in  place  of  arranging  new  services  and  special  places;  much 
has  been  achieved  in  the  eleven  years,  but  even  so  there  are  still 
directions  in  which  the  framework  might  serve  the  County  much 
more  widely.  Thus,  as  originally  suggested,  the  Out-Stations 
might  be  used  as  general  consultation  centres  for  insured  persons, 
sick  and  infirm  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  and  the 
community  generally  ; also,  little  has  been  done  as  yet  in  securing 
co-operation  and  co-ordination  of  the  General  Hospitals  with  the 
smaller  hospitals  in  their  respective  areas. 

Some  of  the  chief  developments  were  summarised  in  the 
Report  for  1930  (see  p.  27).  In  1931,  the  number  of  out-stations 
was  increased  to  sixteen  by  the  opening  of  one  at  Wotton-under- 
Edge  ; a special  point  of  interest  in  connection  with  it  is  that 
in  its  design  provision  was  made  for  its  use  as  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre  for  which  it  had  proved  impossible  to  find 
existing  suitable  premises.  Even  with  the  larger  rooms  and  extra 
washing  places,  etc.,  excellent  accommodation  was  provided  for 
£917,  including  equipment.  Places  at  which  further  out-stations 
are  now  being  arranged  are  Newent  and  Northleach,  and  the 
number  of  treatment- centres  (including  the  large  hospitals)  will 
then  be  21. 

In  connection  with  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers,  four  out-stations  have  been  equipped  with 
dental  chairs,  etc.,  and  this  branch  of  work  was  commenced  on 
1st  September,  1931.  The  places  for  the  attendance  of  the  County 
Dentists  at  present  arranged  are  Campden,  Coleford,  Hambrook, 
Sound  well  and  Stroud. 

The  steady  development  of  work  under  the  scheme  is  shown 
in  the  Table  at  the  end  of  this  report  ; the  average  total  cost  per 
attendance  is  about  6s.  6d.,  and  the  average  cost  for  medical 
services  about  Is.  4d.  per  attendance. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

A fairly  full  account  of  the  arrangements  for  this  work  was 
given  in  the  last  Annual  Report  (p.  29  et  seq.)  and  with  it  copies 
of  reports  by  the  three  Orthopaedic  Surgeons — Dr.  Ethel  M.  Red- 
man (Bristol),  Mr.  J.  S.  Robinson  (Cheltenham)  and  Mr.  J.  F.  H. 
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Stallman  (Gloucester).  No  changes  in  procedure  were  made 
during  1931,  but  the  work  has  developed  steadily,  as  is  shown  by 
the  following  summary  : — 


New  cases  reported  Cases  seen 
year  by  year,  by  Surgeons. 


1924  ...  — 77 

1925  ...  194  105 

1926  ...  95  161 

1927  ...  211  316 

1928  ...  212  390 

1929  ...  438  502 

1930  ...  413  534 

1931  ...  406  709 


Attendances  at  Out-Station. 

In- 

Nurses’ Clinics. 

Surgeon’s  Clinics. 

patients 

— 

22 

16 

— 

51 

37 

— 

176 

38 

1,342 

541 

59 

1,697 

660 

43 

2,063 

801 

53 

3,391 

1,175 

60 

3,973 

1,215 

73 

Cases  are  grouped  quarterly  for  examination  by  the  respective 
surgeons  at  one  or  other  of  twelve  out-stations,  and  also  at  the 
General  Hospitals,  and  Miss  Rodenhurst  and  Miss  Shepherd  (the 
Orthopaedic  Nurses)  hold  weekly  clinics  at  the  former.  In 
addition  considerable  numbers  of  visits  are  paid  to  the  homes  of 
patients  who  cannot  attend  at  the  out-stations.  An  encouraging 
feature  of  the  more  detailed  records  is  the  considerable  proportion 
of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  who  are  referred  by  the  District 
Nurses  and  further  evidence  of  their  useful  oversight  of  young 
children  is  given  by  the  fact  that  of  the  total  709  cases  seen  by  the 
surgeons,  350  (approximately  one  half)  were  under  the  age  of  five 
years.  At  present  these  nurses  are  taking  only  a small  share  in  the 
matter  of  remedial  exercises,  but  it  is  hoped  that,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Orthopaedic  Nurses,  they  may  be  able  to  do  more  and 
more  in  this  direction.  Meanwhile,  it  is  fully  recognised  that 
the  most  useful  and  economical  way  in  which  the  scheme  can 
be  strengthened  would  be  the  appointment  of  a third  Orthopaedic 
Nurse,  so  that  there  may  be  one  in  each  of  the  three  Hospital  areas. 
The  principal  further  need  is  increased  provision  for  the  long  cases 
(2,  3 or  even  more,  years)  requiring  both  treatment  and  education. 
For  tubercular  cases  there  is  fairly  generous  provision  in  the  beds 
at  Standish  House  ; for  non-tubercular  cases  only  two  beds  have 
been  reserved  at  Winford  Orthopaedic  Hospital  though  recently 
three  children  have  had  the  advantage  of  treatment  there. 

Each  of  the  three  Surgeons— Dr.  Ethel  M.  Redman  of  Bristol 
Mr.  J.  S.  Robinson  of  Cheltenham  and  Mr.  J.  F.  H.  Stallman  of 
Gloucester — presented  encouraging  reports  on  the  work  undertaken 
during  1931  and  appreciate  greatly  the  early  stages  at  which  defects 
are  brought  under  their  care. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  1931  the  County  was  comparatively  free  from  the 
ordinary  notifiable  diseases  and  no  case  of  smallpox  or  cerebro- 
spinal fever — for  the  second  time  in  each  instance — was  notified. 
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The  numbers  of  cases  of  each  disease  notified  in  the  respective 
districts  are  set  out  in  Table  ii  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  waves  of  scarlet  fever  appear  to  be  of  very  variable  dur- 
ation, the  crest  of  the  last  occurring  in  1929  when  978  cases  were 
notified  ; the  number  in  1930  was  461  and  in  1931  367.  The  fall  in 
the  fatality  of  this  disease  is  shown  very  strikingly  in  the  following 
triennial  summary  : — 


No.  per  year 
(Average.) 

1929- 

1931 

1926- 

1928 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

1399- 

1901 

Cases  

602 

687 

672 

528 

293 

1152 

999 

648 

689 

1216 

1079 

Deaths  

1.7 

5 

5 

5 

1 

14 

11 

rn 

7 

9 

90 

iml  Lmt 

21 

Hospital  Cases  ... 

357 

362 

355 

218 

151 

582 

498 

286 

221 

371 

— 

Case  Fatality  ... 

.28 

.77 

.74 

.88 

.46 

1.24 

1.07 

1.08 

1.26 

1.84 

1.98 

In  the  past  three  years  no  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause  in 
any  one  of  the  urban  districts  and  there  were  only  five  deaths 
among  1,149  cases  in  the  rural  districts. 


Diphtheria  . 

There  appears  to  be  a tendency  towards  the  waves  of  diph- 
theria having  a duration,  in  this  County,  of  about  five  years  from 
crest  to  crest  ; the  present  wave  was  at  its  maximum  in  1930 
the  number  of  cases  in  that  year  being  431  and  in  1931  305. 
As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  triennial  summary  the  fall  in  the 
fatality — though  not  so  striking  as  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever — has 
been  fairly  steady  throughout  the  century  : — 


No.  per  year. 
(Average.) 

1929- 

1931 

1926- 

1928 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

1899- 

1901 

Cases  

373 

251 

247 

384 

273 

476 

406 

479 

595 

374 

387 

Deaths  ... 

26 

20 

19 

31 

29 

64 

27 

44 

51 

38 

52 

Hospital  Cases  ... 

290 

184 

153 

212 

174 

221 

126 

177 

146 

51 

— 

Case  Fatality 

7.0 

8.1 

7.8 

8.0 

10. 6 

13.5 

6.6 

9.25 

8.5 

10.1 

13.5 

Several  local  outbreaks  occurred.  It  appears  now  to  be  a routine 
practice  in  most  districts  to  “ swab  ” classes  in  schools  if  there  is 
reason  to  suspect  that  there  are  unrecognised  centres  of  infection, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  by  judicious  work  on  these  lines  causes 
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of  trouble  can  be  detected  and  controlled.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  appears  to  be  a tendency  in  the  direction  of  overstressing  the 
importance  of  bacteriological  findings  in  otherwise  healthy  persons 
with  resulting  interference  in  the  normal  course  of  work  and  ad- 
ministration. It  is  true  that  in  such  circumstances  as  that  of  an 
institution  like  Standish  House,  where  considerable  numbers  of 
children  mix  as  freely  as  in  their  homes,  there  may  be  reason  for 
extreme  precautions  and  the  practice  there  is  to  exclude  any  child 
with  a positive  swab  ; presumably,  however,  if  it  is  a source  of 
danger  in  the  Institution,  it  is  equally  so  in  its  home,  where  it  may 
be  even  less  under  control.  With  this  in  mind,  in  some  areas  the 
parents  are  given  the  opportunity  of  treatment  in  an  isolation 
hospital. 

In  his  report  on  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Cheltenham, 
Dr.  Morley  observes  that  the  diagnosis  in  a number  of  cases  in 
1931  depended  largely  on  a positive  bacteriological  finding  and 
gives  a brief  note  on  the  result  of  his  enquiries  as  to  the  practice 
of  General  Hospitals.  From  the  following  extract  from  his  report 
it  would  appear  that  generally  the  problem  is  approached  very 
judiciously.  He  says  : “ The  whole  question  of  the  method  of 
dealing  with  1 carrier  ’ cases  as  they  affect  hospital  and  public 
health  administration  is  under  consideration  at  the  present  time. 
A questionnaire  on  the  subject  was  addressed  to  26  hospitals  of 
repute  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  including  12  London 
General,  6 Provincial  General  and  8 Children’s  Hospitals.  An 
answer  was  received  from  all  but  one  of  these.  The  information 
obtained,  as  to  the  action  taken,  is  of  sufficient  interest  to  be 
included  in  this  report  in  a condensed  form. 


Tabulated  results. 

Number  of 
Hospitals 
(25  in  all). 

Percentage  of  25. 

No  routine  swabbing 

21 

/o 

84 

Routine  swabbing  and  segregation 
at  the  hospital  concerned 

1 

(This  group  in- 
cludes all  hos- 
pitals taking 
children  only, 
except  one.) 

4 

Routine  Schick  testing  and  immuni- 
sation 

1 

4 

Procedure  doubtful  ... 

1 

4 

Routine  swabbing,  but  action  de- 
pendent on  Virulence  Test 

1 

4 
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“ In  my  experience,  apart  from  epidemic  times,  troublesome  out- 
breaks of  diphtheria  in  the  Children’s  Wards  of  hospitals  are  much 
more  likely  to  originate  from  a chance  carrier  among  the  staff  than 
from  the  children  themselves. 

“ The  custom  of  three  of  the  hospitals  included  in  the  above 
summary  is  to  swab  patients  and  staff  when  two  or  more  cases  of 
the  disease  occur  in  close  association.” 

Enteric  Fever. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  the  present  century  this  disease  was  a 
cause  of  distinct  anxiety  from  time  to  time,  but — largely  associated 
with  improvement  of  water  supplies — now  the  occurrence  of  a case 
of  enteric  fever  is  rare.  Cases  are  notified  under  this  heading 
which  embraces  a wider  variety  of  infection  than  was  contemplated 
when  the  Notification  Act  was  passed  in  1889,  but  the  majority  of 
them  are  of  the  form  known  as  paratyphoid,  commonly  caused  by 
contaminated  foodstuffs,  and  they  have  occurred  generally  as 
isolated  cases.  The  number  notified  in  1931  was  18  and  there 
were  no  deaths. 


No.  per  year 
(Average.) 

1929- 

1931 

1926- 

1928 

1923- 

1925 

1920- 

1922 

1917- 

1919 

1914- 

1916 

1911- 

1913 

1908- 

1910 

1905- 

1907 

1902- 

1904 

1899- 
190  J 

Cases 

21 

32 

51 

28 

41 

41 

51 

49 

65 

77 

141 

Deaths  

.7 

6 

6 

3 

7 

9 

6 

9 

9 

10 

23 

Hospital  Cases  ... 

13 

16 

17 

14 

12 

14 

18 

19 

23 

18 

— 

Case  Fatality 

3.2 

17.7 

11.7 

10.9 

17.9 

23.0 

11.8 

19.2 

13.8 

13.0 

16.1 

Dysentery. 

The  notification  of  a case  of  dysentery  is  rather  an  unusual 
event  and  it  was  all  the  more  surprising  to  receive  on  21st  October, 
1931,  a report  of  a group  of  cases  in  an  Institution  for  the  mentally 
defective.  The  first  known  case  was  that  of  a boy  who  had  been 
an  inmate  for  four  months,  and  on  the  occurrence  of  an  attack  of 
diarrhoea  the  Medical  Officer  then  in  charge,  who  had  had  special 
experience  of  dysentery,  sent  specimens  of  the  faeces  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  : there  were  three  other  cases,  also  in  the 
Hospital,  with  some  illness  and  their  faeces  also  gave  a positive 
result  (flexner  bacillus).  This  led  to  an  examination  of  faeces  of 
all  the  inmates  in  the  block  ; of  38  persons  (26  inmates  and  12 
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staff)  17  gave  positive  results  (10  patients  and  7 staff).  Subse- 
quently, groups  in  other  blocks  were  examined  similarly  and  it 
appears  that  infection  was  a normal  condition  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  Institution,  without  much  evidence  in  the  way  of  illness. 
The  main  precautions  advised  included  cleanliness  in  all  directions, 
particularly  in  the  lavatories  and  in  the  preparation  of  food,  and 
the  exclusion  of  inmates  who  were  known  to  be  carriers  from  work 
in  the  kitchens  and  sculleries.  Though  this  was  the  first  consider- 
able outbreak  reported  in  this  County,  similar  circumstances  have 
arisen  in  other  areas,  and  it  is  recognised  that  persons  of  sub- 
normal mentality  are  particularly  liable  to  suffer  from  chronic 
intestinal  affections,  often  without  obvious  signs  of  illness.  With 
a view  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  dysentery  Local  Authori- 
ties are  empowered  by  Paragraph  2 of  Part  iii  of  the  First  Schedule 
of  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1927,  to 
prohibit  the  employment  of  an  infected  person  in  the  prepara- 
tion or  handling  of  food  or  drink  for  human  consumption. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1931  was  423,  identically 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  ; 285  were  of  the  pulmonary  form 
and  138  tuberculosis  of  other  parts. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1931 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

N on- Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non  - Pulmonary 

n 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

u ...  ... 

1 

— 

— 

14 

7 

1 



— 

2 

5 

3 

2 

32 

23  \ 

10  

8 

6 

14 

8 / 

— 

2 

4 

3 

15  

27 

26 

7 

4 \ 

20  

19 

26 

2 

6 / 

19 

33 

3 

6 

25  

37 

49 

7 

4 

25 

37 

1 

1 

35  

23 

18 

4 

2 

28 

18 

4 

4 

45  

11 

8 

— 

2 

15 

6 

3 

1 

55 

11 

7 

1 

— 

10 

3 

1 

1 

65  & upwards 

1 

3 

1 

— 

6 

7 

1 

2 

Total 

140 

145 

82 

56 

104 

106 

17 

20 

The  total  persons  in  the  County  known  to  have  had  illness  due 
to  tuberculosis  (and  consequently  notified),  and  the  deaths  among 
persons  who  have  been  so  notified,  are  set  out  year  by  year  in  the 
following  table  : — 


1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 
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Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Known  cases 

o/ 

/o 

Known  cases 

0/ 

/o 

in  county 

Deaths 

Death 

Survivors. 

in  county 

Deaths.  Death 

Survivors 

during  year. 

rate. 

during  year. 

rate. 

493 

41 

8.3 

452 

121 

13 

10.7 

108 

977 

209 

21.4 

768 

223 

25 

11.2 

198 

1,242 

214 

17.2 

1,028 

307 

36 

11.7 

271 

1,459 

345 

23.6 

1,114 

368 

50 

13.6 

318 

1,490 

242 

16.2 

1,248 

381 

35 

9.2 

346 

1,685 

260 

15.4 

1,425 

408 

27 

6.6 

381 

1,686 

234 

13.9 

1,452 

428 

39 

9.1 

389 

1,736 

211 

12.2 

1,525 

423 

25 

5.9 

398 

1,784 

190 

10.6 

1,594 

442 

25 

5.65 

417 

1,923 

248 

12.9 

1,675 

463 

29 

6.3 

434 

1,954 

191 

9.8 

1,763 

573 

51 

8.9 

522 

1,978 

237 

12.0 

1,741 

584 

33 

5.65 

551 

1,995 

240 

12.0 

1,755 

595 

28 

4.7 

567 

2,009 

138 

6.8 

1,871 

713 

45 

6.4 

668 

2,097 

194 

9.3 

1,903 

782 

34 

4.35 

748 

2,158 

216 

10.0 

1,942 

847 

37 

4.4 

810 

2,213 

194 

8.8 

2,019 

978 

28 

2.9 

950 

2,277 

184 

8.1 

2,093 

1,045 

24 

2.3 

1,021 

2,353 

200 

8.5 

2,153 

1,150 

25 

2.2 

1,125 

Under  the  Regulations  of  the 

Minister  of  Health  of  1 8th 

December, 

1924,  the  names  of  persons  are  removable  after  a period  of  absence 
of  symptoms  of  tuberculosis  and  signs  of  tuberculosis  other  than 
those  compatible  with  a completely  healed  lesion.  The  numbers 
so  removed  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  ranged  from  5 in 
1931  to  203  in  1926,  and  the  total  is  486  ; for  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis  the  numbers  have  varied  from  4 to  60,  that  in  1931 
being  8,  and  the  total  181. 

From  the  statement  given  above  it  would  appear  that  the 
number  of  living  persons  who  have  had  at  any  time  known 
respiratory  trouble  attributed  to  tuberculosis  is  still  increasing 
slightly  and  that  there  is  a tendency  for  the  mortality  to  remain 
fairly  constant  at  8 to  9 per  cent,  per  annum.  The  numbers  of 
persons  with  tuberculosis  of  other  parts  of  the  body  which  is  a 
more  chronic  form  of  the  disease,  are  increasing  more  rapidly  : 
this  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  children  are  notified  on  less 
marked  symptoms,  than  possibly  would  otherwise  be  the  case,  in 
order  that  they  may  have  the  advantage  of  treatment  at  Standish 
House. 

The  work  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  during  1931  is  summarised  in  the  following  paragraphs  : — 


Dispensaries. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officers  attend  weekly  at  six  dispensaries 
and  periodically  visit  twelve  out-stations.  They  also  see  patients 
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unable  to  attend  at  one  of  these  places  in  their  homes  and  hold 
frequent  consultations  with  the  usual  medical  attendants.  In 
1931  in  addition  to  the  work  set  out  in  the  following  statement,  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers  held  1,186  consultations,  saw  396  patients 
at  out-stations,  and  paid  154  home  visits. 

The  new  cases  reported  and  the  attendances  at  dispensaries 
were  : — 


New  cases  reported — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Other  Forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  15S 

Total 487 

New  cases  examined  ...  ...  ...  665 

No.  of  examinations 

Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,834 


Shelters . 

The  number  of  shelters  in  use  during  1931  was  115.  The 
number  of  patients  to  whom  they  were  newly  loaned  during  the 
year  was  51,  and  the  total  persons  who  had  the  use  of  a shelter 
during  1931  was  148. 

Residential  Institutions . 

There  was  no  change  in  the  accommodation  available,  but  all 
the  beds  at  Standish  House  were  in  use  during  1931,  the  average 
number  of  occupied  beds  being  237.  The  admissions  year  by  year 
were  : — 


Beds  available . Admissions. 


1. 

Early  cases  in  both  sexes  and 
advanced  cases  among 
males 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

Standish  House  

100/M.74  4 
iUU  \F.26j" 

■ 119 

135 

148 

161 

Surgical  Cases  

38 

9 

43 

28 

43 

2. 

Advanced  cases  in  City  and 

Stroud  Isolation  Hospitals 

36 

73 

58 

39 

68 

3 

Surgical  Cases.  Cheltenham 

General  Hospital 

10 

11 

17 

21 

27 

4. 

Children. 

Standish  House 

112 

91 

93 

80 

105 

Totals  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

296 

303 

346 

316 

404 

Compulsory  Powers. 

No  case  was  compulsorily  removed  to  a Sanatorium  or 
Hospital  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  during 
the  year,  and,  so  far  as  information  has  been  given,  no  action 
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was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925,  with  respect  to  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Home  Visits  by  Nurses. 

The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  is  supplemented  by 
visits  to  the  homes  of  patients  by  nurses  with  a view  to  their 
directions  being  carried  out  and  to  improvements  in  the  conditions 
under  which  the  patients  are  living.  The  nurses  undertaking 
this  work  in  1931  were  the  8 County  Health  Superintendents,  4 
whole-time  Health  Visitors,  and  134  District  Nurses. 

The  numbers  of  these  visits  have  increased  from  4,578  in 
1917  to  10,207  in  1931. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  treatment 
of  persons  with  venereal  diseases.  The  number  of  new  cases 
showed  a tendency  to  increase  considerably  from  1926  onward,  but 
the  figure  for  1931  was  almost  the  same  as  in  1930.  The  numbers 
year  by  year  are  : — 


New  Cases.  All  Cases. 


s 

yphilis 

. Soft 
Chancre. 

Gonor- 

rhoea. 

Not 

Venereal. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Attend- 

ances. 

In-patient  Specimens 
days.  examined. 

1917  ... 

31 

2 

15 

13 

61* 

25* 

36* 

258* 

524* 

75* 

1918  ... 

77 

7 

77 

58 

219 

135* 

76* 

1,090 

662 

214* 

1919  ... 

125 

16 

143 

68 

352 

264* 

74* 

2,729 

1,549 

249* 

1920  ... 

192 

7 

159 

64 

422 

280* 

134* 

3,982 

1.035 

527* 

1921  ... 

103 

6 

87 

91 

287 

175* 

65* 

3.292 

1,083 

484* 

1922  ... 

94 

3 

77 

51 

225 

not 

50  f 

2,727 

810 

422* 

1923  ... 

80 

2 

72 

76 

230 

89f 

75f 

3,322 

654 

632* 

1924  ... 

82 

5 

100 

80 

267 

148f 

92  f 

3,655 

716 

697* 

1925  ... 

87 

— 

94 

101 

282 

138* 

121* 

3,729 

876 

986* 

1926  ... 

57 

— 

102 

73 

232 

131* 

80* 

3,564 

718 

1,016* 

1927  ... 

98 

— 

94 

123 

315 

160* 

118* 

4,363 

1,073 

1,030* 

1928  ... 

86 

3 

120 

148 

357 

170 

140* 

5,511 

639 

670* 

1929  ... 

64 

— 

122 

181 

367 

218 

149 

5,841 

839 

1,115 

1930  ... 

73 

— 

168 

174 

415 

257 

158 

6,424 

1,252 

1,080* 

1931  ... 

83 

— 

153 

176 

412 

230 

182 

8,742 

1,596 

1,489 

* Excluding  Bristol  Hospitals, 
t Excluding  Bristol  and  Gloucester  Hospitals. 


That  so  large  a proportion  of  the  persons  attending  as  new  cases 
should  prove  not  to  have  venereal  disease  is  so  far  satisfactory  as 
evidence  that  advantage  is  taken  of  the  opportunity  for  treatment 
by  persons  who  have  been  exposed  to  infection  and  that  the  desir- 
ability of  early  treatment  is  realised  by  them.  Another  fact 
brought  out  is  very  satisfactory,  namely  that  persons  are  persisting 
more  regularly  in  treatment  ; thus  while  the  average  attendances 
per  infected  person  in  1927  were  14,  in  1931  the  a verage  was  36 
attendances.  Cases  received  intermediate  treatment  at  Berkeley 
and  Lydney  Out-Stations. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  WORK. 

The  examination  of  specimens  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council  is  undertaken  in  the  three  local  laboratories,  namely, 
Bristol  University,  Cheltenham  General  Hospital  (from  1st  June, 
1929),  and  Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary  (from  1st  April,  1926)  ; 
Wassermann  tests  are  made  at  Bristol  and  at  Gloucester  (from 
April  1930). 

The  increased  use  made  of  these  facilities  is  shown  in  the 
following  statement  of  the  numbers  of  specimens  examined. 

Yearly  Averages. 


1905-14. 

1915-24. 

1925-29. 

1930. 

1931. 

General. 

Tuberculosis 

207 

810 

2,366 

2,921 

2,755 

Diphtheria 

1,553 

1,152 

3,261 

5,123 

5,625 

Enteric  fever — 

Bloods 

49 

47 

43 

130 

168 

Faeces  and  urine 

— 

— 

5 

2 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

5 

13 

34 

Other 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

1,809 

2,014 

5,682 

8,191 

8,584 

Venereal  Diseases — 

W assermann 

— 

335 

637 

534 

620 

Smears  ... 

— 

98 

374 

546 

933 

Other 

— 

6 

12 

— 

12 

Total 

— 

439 

1,023 

1,080 

1,565 

Total  

1,809 

2,453 

6,705 

9,271 

10,149 

The  opportunity  offered  by  these  examinations  for  the  con- 
firmation of  clinical  observation  and  the  detection  of  carriers  is 
greatly  appreciated  by  medical  practitioners  in  the  County  ; the 
numbers  of  sputum  examinations  for  detection  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus  are  swollen  by  the  re-examinations  made  in  the  course  of 
treatment  at  Standish  House. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

In  the  Report  for  1928  was  set  out  a table  showing  the  accom- 
modation available  in  the  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the  County  and  it 
was  mentioned  last  year  that  (1)  the  Dursley  R.D.C.  had  closed 
their  unsatisfactory  house  at  Coaley  and  had  made  arrangements 
for  smallpox  at  the  Chipping  Sodbury  Hospital  and  for  other 
infections  at  the  Gloucester  City  Hospital,  and  (2)  the  accommoda- 
tion at  the  Mangotsfield  Joint  Hospital  had  been  increased  from 
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28  to  40  beds.  The  only  change  which  appears  to  have  been  made 
during  1931  is  that  the  Northleach  and  Stow-on-the-Wold  Rural 
District  Councils  have  made  arrangements  to  send  cases  (other  than 
smallpox)  to  the  Cirencester  Joint  Hospital  instead  of  the  Delancey 
Hospital,  Cheltenham. 

Under  Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  each 
County  Council  was  required  as  soon  as  may  be  to  make  a survey  of 
the  accommodation  available  in  their  area  and  to  submit  a scheme 
for  the  treatment  of  infectious  disease  to  the  Ministry.  Provisional 
proposals  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  the 
County  Council  on  22nd  April,  1931,  and  were  adopted  subject 
to  such  variation  as  may  be  necessary  after  consultation  with  the 
Local  Areas  and  Elections  Committee.  Further  consideration 
has  been  deferred  pending  the  decision  of  the  Council  on  the  review 
of  the  County  Districts  under  Section  46  of  the  Act.  The  general 
effect  of  the  proposals  was  set  out  on  pp.  47  and  48  of  the  Report 
for  1930. 


HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  general  progress  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  since 
the  intensive  campaign  began  in  1919  is  briefly  summarised  in  the 
following  statement  of  the  houses  built  in  the  past  thirteen  years  : — 


1919  ... 

Under 

Schemes. 

Privately. 

53 

Total. 

53 

1920  ... 

98 

77 

175 

1921  ... 

865 

171 

1,036 

1922  ... 

...  731 

228 

959 

1923  ... 

12 

363 

375 

1924  ... 

92 

506 

598 

1925  ... 

165 

736 

901 

1926  ... 

...  309 

794 

11,03 

1927  ... 

642 

824 

1,466 

1928  ... 

...  329 

797 

1,126 

1929  ... 

480 

799 

1,279 

1930  ... 

...  384 

584 

968 

1931  ... 

...  524 

655 

1,179* 

Total 

• • • 

...  4,631 

6,587 

11,218 

* Return  for  Stow-on-the-Wold  U.D.  and  Pebworth,  Stroud  and  West  Dean  R.D.  not 

available. 


These  figures  are  the  totals  of  those  given  by  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  year  by  year  : they  have  been  checked  and  revised  in  some 
cases,  but  the  totals  still  do  not  agree  in  all  instances  with  those 
supplied  in  recent  returns  by  the  Rural  District  Councils. 
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Taking  the  County  as  a whole  the  requirements  in  November 
1919  were  estimated  by  the  District  Councils  to  be  6,400  new  houses. 
At  the  pre-war  rate  of  350  new  houses  a year  there  would  have  been 
required  for  the  normal  increase  in  twelve  years  a further  4,200 
houses,  making  a total  of  10,600  houses  required.  The  number 
actually  built  according  to  the  above  statement  has  been  11,218. 
From  this  it  would  appear  that  in  the  aggregate  the  deficit  in 
housing  accommodation  has  been  overtaken  ; on  the  other  hand, 
while  in  some  areas,  e.g.,  Cheltenham  M.B.,  and  Campden, 
Dursley,  Lydney,  and  Pebworth  R.D.,  the  Councils  have  erected 
more  houses  than  were  included  in  their  1919  estimate,  in  others 
the  numbers  so  built  have  been  very  small,  e.g.  Kingswood  U.D. 
(137  of  200),  East  Dean  R.D.  (48  of  305),  Gloucester  R.D.  (87  of 
270),  Northleach  R.D.  (10  of  86),  and  Stroud  R.D.  (72  of  217).  In 
some  of  the  latter  areas,  however,  there  has  been  considerable 
activity  in  private  building  during  the  13  years  with  the  stimulus  of 
subsidy  ; striking  examples  are  Chipping  Sodbury  R.D.  (1,238), 
Gloucester  R.D.  (718),  Thornbury  R.D.  (443),  and  Warmley  R.D. 
(362).  There  are  areas  in  which  it  is  said  that  houses  are  still 
wanted,  e.g.,  Cheltenham  M.B.,  Charlton  Kings  U.D.,  Stroud  U.D., 
Chipping  Sodbury  R.D.,  and  Stow-on-the-Wold  R.D.,  but  it  is 
probable  that  the  need  for  new  houses  could  be  reduced  and  im- 
proved accommodation  provided  by  a full  use  of  the  powers  given 
by  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926.  This  view  is  em- 
phasised strongly  in  the  following  extract  from  the  address  of  the 
Minister  of  Health  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  County  Councils’ 
Association  on  23rd  March,  1932  : — 

“ I think  that  it  may  be  said  that  of  these  three  Acts  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  is  the  most  important.  I would 
like  to  add  that  up  to  the  present,  perhaps,  sufficient  use  has 
not  been  made  of  the  facilities  which  it  affords.  Some  County 
Councils  have  indeed  done  the  most  valuable  work  in  using  its 
powers,  but  it  may  still  be  felt,  perhaps,  that  the  number  of 
these  Councils  might  be  largely  increased.  As  we  know,  the 
Act  was  recently  extended  for  a further  five  years.  Perhaps 
I may  to  day  express  the  hope  that  during  this  period  the  ful- 
lest possible  advantage  will  be  taken  of  this  most  economical 
method  of  preserving  and  improving  our  rural  cottages.  I 
think  that  perhaps  this  Act  is  of  particular  importance  at  the 
present  time,  because  its  provisions  are  most  appropriate  to 
our  financial  conditions.  When  a nation  finds  itself  in  a 
difficult  financial  circumstances  as  we  do  at  the  present  time, 
it  may  have  to  recognise  that  there  are  so  many  uses  for  its 
capital  in  the  restoration  and  reconstruction  of  its  industries 
that  there  may  not  be  so  much  of  that  essential  commodity 
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available  for  the  actual  undertaking  of  fresh  housing  works  as 
it  would  like  and  as  its  conditions  would  require  under  more 
fortunate  circumstances.  Yet  if  such  a time  comes  (and  I 
suppose  one  must  recognise  that  such  a time  is  now  present 
with  us)  there  may  be  invaluable  work  to  be  done  and  that 
invaluable  work,  which  is  indicated,  I think,  as  appropriate 
to  such  a time  of  financial  restriction,  is  making  the  very  best 
of  what  one  has  already  got  and  developing  to  the  full  assets 
which  are  already  established.  Such  a characteristic  work 
appropriate  to  times  of  financial  difficulty  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  work  of  reconditioning  existing  cottages.” 

Further  stimulus — in  the  provision  of  new  houses — was  given 
by  the  Housing  Acts  of  1930  and  1931,  more  particularly  in 
respect  of  accommodation  for  the  agricultural  worker.  Under  the 
former  County  Councils  are  required  to  contribute  £1  per  annum  for 
each  house  provided  by  a Rural  District  Council  for  the  agricultural 
population  and  by  the  latter  special  exchequer  contributions  to 
certain  rural  housing  authorities  for  agricultural  workers  and 
persons  of  substantially  the  same  economic  conditions  ; the  last 
day  for  the  receipt  of  applications  for  this  special  grant  was  30th 
November,  1931.  The  applications  under  the  Act  of  1931  sub- 
mitted to  the  County  Council  and  the  numbers  of  houses  accepted 

b®mg  for  agricultural  workers  (under  Section  34  (2)  of  the  Act  of 
1930)  are  : — 


No. 

of  Houses. 

Rural  District. 

Projiosed  by  Accepted  by  C.C. 

R.D.C. 

(for  agricultural 

Faringdon 

20 

workers). 

11 

Lydney  

12 

4 

Stow-on-the-Wold  ... 

31 

3 

Warmley 

8 

8 

West  Dean 

60 

Northleach 

10 

9 

Cirencester  ... 

14 

6 

Newent 

59 

28 

Campden  

94 

26 

308 

88 

WATER 

SUPPLIES. 

rainfall  was  again  considerably  above  the  average  and 
i e owei  than  that  in  1930.  In  such  periods  there  is  a tendency 
to  inactivity  in  improving  conditions  in  such  places  as  Northleach 
where  there  is  recurring  shortage  in  dry  seasons,  desirable  though  it 
is  that  suitable  provision  should  be  made  in  advance  of  possible 
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The  most  notable  event  during  1930  was  the  completion  of  the 
main  part  of  the  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Coleford 
U.D.  and  West  Dean  R.D.  from  a boring  in  the  old  Red  Sandstone 
at  Upper  Redbrook  with  a reservoir  at  Buckstone.  38  miles  of 
mains  have  been  laid  and  the  pump  was  put  into  operation  on  10th 
April,  1931.  A Local  Inquiry  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
was  held  on  17th  March  into  an  application  to  borrow  a further 
£15,900  for  an  extension  of  about  15  miles  of  pipes  to  supplement 
the  main  skeleton. 

Another  important  development  was  an  agreement  between 
the  Stroud  U.D.C.  and  the  Stroud  Water  Company  for  a supple- 
mental supply  of  water.  A new  pumping  main  (10-inch  to  Bow- 
bridge  and  6-inch  thence  to  the  reservoir  on  the  hill)  was  to  be  laid 
and  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  water  is  74d.  per  1,000  gallons. 
When  the  water  is  available  it  is  proposed  to  give  a constant  supply. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  circumstances  of  the  south  of  the  County 
which  is  largely  dependent  on  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water 
Company  will  be  improved  during  the  present  year  (1932)  when  a 
softer  water  is  to  be  supplied  from  the  new  source,  a well  at  Shipton 
Moyne.  When  that  is  available,  it  will  be  possible  also  to  provide 
alternative  water  for  the  parishes  of  Shipton  Moyne  and  Long 
Newnton  ; these  parishes  have  been  dependent  on  a supply  which 
has  been  controlled  by  chlorination  since  it  was  discovered  in  1928 
to  be  polluted. 

A few  other  minor  improvements  were  effected  during  1931, 
e.g.,  additional  pumping  machinery  at  Tetbury  U.D.  (£2,400),  and 
extension  of  mains  in  the  Cheltenham  R.D.  (£1,400).  Negotiations 
with  respect  to  the  supply  of  Cam  in  the  Dursley  R.D.  were  pro- 
ceeding, but  nothing,  however,  appears  to  have  been  done  in  the 
direction  of  remedying  long-standing  complaints  of  unsatisfactory 
conditions  at  Upton  St.  Leonards,  Matson  and  Hempsted  in  the 
Gloucester  R.D.,  or  in  Longney,  Moreton  Valence  and  Whitminster 
in  the  Wheatenhurst  R.D. 

The  following  grants  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council 
under  Section  57  (1)  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929. 

1929.  Purchase  of  water  undertaking  for  Poulton  in  the 
Cirencester  R.D.  Total  Cost  £485.  Grant  £20  p.a. 
for  20  years. 

1930.  Sewerage  for  Chipping  Sodbury  in  the  Chipping 
Sodbury  R.D.  Total  cost  £19,650.  Grant  £160  p.a. 
for  30  years. 

Sewerage  for  Thornbury  in  the  Thornbury  R.D. 
Total  cost  £34,500.  Grant  £250  p.a.  for  30  years,  (a) 
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1931.  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage  Scheme  for  Alderton 
in  the  Winchcombe  R.D.  Total  cost  £6,000. Grant  £36 
p.a.  for  30  years.  ( b ) 

(а)  Scheme  not  being  proceeded  with. 

(б)  Approval  given  to  scheme  for  water  supply  only  (cost 
£1,800,  grant  reduced  to  £8  2s.  Od.  p.a.). 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

In  the  Report  for  1930  mention  was  made  of  several  parts  of 
the  County  where  desirable  works  were  proposed  for  the  remedy  of 
existing  unsatisfactory  conditions  with  the  stimulus  of  unemploy- 
ment grants.  Of  those  outstanding  the  following  have  been  car- 
ried out  : Sewerage  of  Chipping  Sodbury  (Chipping  Sodbury 
R.D.),  and  a new  sewer  at  Maisemore  (Gloucester  R.D.).  Plans 
were  prepared  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  Thornbury, 
Thornbury  R.D.  and  for  Alderton,  Winchcombe  R.D.,  but  though 
the  proposals  had  advanced  to  this  stage,  they  came  to  an  untimely 
end  with  the  cutting  off  of  the  unemployment  grants.  Minor 
improvements  were  made  in  some  places  : for  example,  (1)  exten- 
$ion  of  the  irrigation  area  by  20  acres  for  the  Cirencester  U.D.  with 
a loan  of  £200  ; (2)  reconstruction  of  the  Mangotsfield  urban 

disposal  works  with  a loan  of  £8,200  ; (3)  extension  of  sewer 

connecting  with  the  Bristol  sewers  at  Filton,  Chipping  Sodbury 
R.D.  with  a loan  of  £2,000  ; and  (4)  extension  of  sewers  to  the 
Council  Houses  at  Berkeley,  Thornbury  R.D.,  at  a cost  of  £450. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  improvement  in  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions in  certain  parts,  it  is  unfortunate  that  unemployment  grants 
have  been  curtailed,  as  it  would  seem  impossible  without  such 
assistance  to  carry  out  the  necessary  works  in  such  places,  e.g.,  as 
Thornbury  and  Alderton.  Even  with  the  unemployment  grant,  a 
contribution  under  Section  57  (1)  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1929,  was  desired  and  had  been  promised.  A list  of  places  re- 
quiring attention  was  given  on  p.  52  of  the  Report  for  1930  and 
complaints  concerning  most  of  them  are  recurring  ; to  carry  out 
complete  schemes  would  necessitate  considerable  expediture. 
It  might  be  possible  in  some  cases,  however,  to  draft  the  complete 
scheme  and  carry  out  sections  gradually  as  circumstances  allow. 

CONDITION  OF  RIVERS. 

The  survey  of  the  Severn  was  continued  in  1931,  the  work  being 
confined  to  a study  of  the  hourly  changes  in  the  proportion  of 
dissolved  oxygen  during  the  day.  For  the  greater  part  of  the 
river  the  observations  were  made  during  the  24  hours  from  noon 
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on  7th  September  to  noon  on  8th  September,  but  in  Worcestershire 
the  conditions  were  not  considered  suitable  owing  to  the  river  being 
in  flood  ; in  that  County  the  river  was  surveyed  on  11th  May. 
The  Gloucestershire  observations  were  made  from  Haw  Bridge. 
Hr.  Jee,  Technical  Adviser  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  gives  the  following  general 
conclusion  as  “ The  River  Severn  on  7th  and  8th  September,  1931, 
was  fining  down  after  a flood  and  was  in  a generally  satisfactory 
condition.” 

It  is  proposed  that,  in  future  years,  a survey  at  fixed  points  in 
each  area  shall  be  made  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  July  of  each  year. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

Reports  from  Other  Authorities. 

19  reports  were  received  from  other  areas  on  matters  affecting 
milk  produced  in  this  County,  10  with  reference  to  tuberculosis,  2 
Brucella  Abortus,  and  7 as  to  dirt,  etc.,  in  the  milk. 

Of  the  first  10,  3 had  relation  to  2 infants  who  died  with 
tuberculosis.  5 bulk  samples  and  1 single  cow  sample  were  taken 
and  of  these  3 were  used  for  inoculation  tests,  all  being  negative. 
The  Worcestershire  results  were  also  reported  later  to  be  negative. 
Of  the  remainder  4 came  from  Bristol,  and  1 each  from  Birmingham, 
Cardiff  and  London  ; samples  were  taken  at  the  producing  farms— 
14  bulk  samples  and  9 single  samples  ; 12  samples  were  used  for 
inoculation  tests  and  all  proved  negative.  As  regards  the  Cardiff 
case,  it  was  reported  later  that  2 individual  and  1 bulk  sample 
taken  by  their  Veterinary  Surgeon  had  also  proved  negative. 
In  3 of  the  Bristol  cases  further  investigation  was  made  in  1932  at 
nearly  all  farms,  and  it  was  found  that  changes  had  been  made  in 
the  herd  since  the  date  of  sampling. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  2 further  reports  were  received, 
the  investigation  being  made  in  1932. 

In  1 of  the  2 Bristol  cases  of  Brucella  Abortus,  confirmation 
was  obtained  on  examination  of  the  sample  taken  at  the  farm  and  3 
cows  were  removed  from  the  herd  for  fattening. 

The  Veterinary  Surgeon  inspected  2 of  the  herds  at  7 of  the 
farms  reported  to  be  sending  dirty  milk,  and  in  the  other  cases  the 
farms  were  visited  by  the  local  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  samples  of 
the  milk  were  submitted  for  bacterial  counts. 

Bacterial  Counts. 

Under  the  arrangements  agreed  with  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Committee,  124  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  by  Sanitary 
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Inspectors  for  examination  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the 
Bristol  University  : of  these  21  gave  total  counts  of  over  1,000,000 
micro-organisms  per  c.c.  (17  per  cent.)  and  37  (28.8  per  cent.)  con- 
tained bacillus  coli  in  as  small  a quantity  as  1 /1 000  c.c.  These 
results  are,  however,  very  considerably  better  than  those  in  1930, 
the  comparable  figures  being  33.8  per  cent  and  46.7  per  cent. 

It  was  anticipated  from  the  commencement  of  this  work  in 
1928  that  striking  results  were  not  to  be  expected  immediately  but 
that  gradually  the  conditions  of  milk  production  would  be  im- 
proved. With  this  object  the  producers  of  poor  samples  are  given 
the  opportunity  of  consulting  the  Agricultural  Organiser  of  the 
Education  Committee  ; in  the  early  days  there  was  little  evidence 
of  desire  for  this  assistance,  but  the  opportunity  appears  to  be 
increasingly  acceptable  and  Miss  Colnett  says  that  her  advice  is 
now  sought  more  often. 

With  a view  to  increasing  interest  in  the  subject  a Conference 
of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  others 
interested  in  the  matter  was  held  at  the  Shire  Hall  on  22nd 
September,  1931  ; 31  persons  attended,  including  Mr.  J.  O. 

Blackshaw,  Dairy  Commissioner  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
At  the  end  of  the  discussion,  he  gave  an  interesting  address  and 
commended  the  following  practical  steps  to  the  notice  of  the 
Conference  : — 

1.  Recognition  should  be  given  for  better  service. 

For  example,  in  Birmingham  a large  dairy  firm  gave 
an  enhanced  price  to  the  first  hundred  producers  with  total 
counts  below  a certain  figure. 

2.  Discussions  with  distributors  with  a view  to  recognition  of 
improved  methods. 

3.  Sampling  should  only  be  done  in  connection  with  a dairy 
bacteriologist,  e.g.,  at  Bristol  University. 

4.  The  preparation  of  a roll  of  accredited  producers  would  be 
stimulating  and  could  be  adopted  as  the  basis  of  a bonus 
scheme. 

5.  The  importance  of  securing  the  co-operation  of  all  con- 
cerned, including  the  education  of  consumers  and  distri- 
butors and  getting  hold  of  unprogressive  farmers. 

SURVEY  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE. 

The  examination  of  dairy  cattle  was  continued  by  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Committee,  and  two  further  surveys  were 
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made  of  cows  in  milk  (38,500)  and  dry  cows  in  calf  (5,500)  during 
1931  by  16  part-time  Veterinary  Inspectors. 

By  the  end  of  1931  herds  containing  about  45,000  cows  had 
been  examined  on  two  occasions  each  year  and  approximately  4 
per  1,000  at  each  survey  were  reported  to  be  tubercular  and  action 
was  taken  concerning  the  affected  animals  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  As  regards 
other  affections,  there  appears  to  have  been  a decrease  of  trouble  : 
for  example,  the  proportion  of  cows  with  disease  of  the  udder  at 
the  first  survey  was  over  6 per  1,000  and  at  the  last  survey  was 
only  2 per  1000,  though  in  1930  it  was  even  lower.  It  would, 
therefore,  appear  that  the  survey  has  had  the  effect  of  emphasising 
the  need  for  greater  attention  to  udder  conditions. 


EXAMINATION  OF  FOODS  AND  DRUGS. 

The  County  Analyst  submits  the  following  summary  of  the 
work  undertaken  during  1931  : — - 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1931,  798  samples 
have  been  examined  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act, 
1928,  of  which  70  were  either  adulterated  Or  did  not  satisfy  the 
standards  laid  down  by  ohe  various  regulations.  This  represents 
8.8  per  cent,  of  the  number  taken,  which  is  a slight  decrease  on  the 
figure  for  last  year  (1930).  In  the  year  1930,  the  number  of  samples 
adulterated  was  8.9  per  cent.  ; 1929,  8.6  per  cent.  ; 1928,  10.8  per 
cent.  ; 1927,  15  per  cent.  ; 1926,  12.6  per  cent.  ; 1925,’  10.4  per 
cent. 

The  samples  of  milk  numbered  487,  of  which  52  did  not  satisfy 
the  usual  standards  for  genuine  milk.  This  represents  10.7  per  cent, 
of  the  number  taken  and  is  a decrease  over  the  figure  for  last  year 
(12.2  per  cent.).  The  genuine  milk  sold  in  the  county  was  of  good 
quality,  and  well  above  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  for  genuine  milk  ; the  figures  are  as  follows 

Board  of  Agriculture 

Average  figures  for  1931.  standards  for  genuine  milk 

% % 

8-72  8.50 

3.75  3.00 

...  12.47  11.50 

During  the  year,  proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  7 cases, 
and  convictions  recorded  in  all  cases.  The  number  of  cases  where 


Non-fatty  Solids 
F at  ...  ... 

Total  Solids 
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proceedings  have  been  taken  is  smaller  than  usual,  but  some  of  the 
cases  have  been  of  a very  serious  nature.  There  have  been  6 cases 
of  serious  adulteration  with  water,  the  amounts  varying  from  6.7 
per  cent,  to  33.9  per  cent,  and  in  one  case  a sample  was  27.3  per 
cent,  deficient  in  Fat. 

Jam. 

One  sample  of  Raspberry  Jam  contained  a large  percentage  of 
other  fruit  juices,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  this  stock  was  made 
before  the  date  of  operation  of  the  new  standards  for  jam,  it  was 
decided  that  no  proceedings  should  be  taken.  One  sample  was 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  amount  of  Sulphur  dioxide  preservatives 
which  was  allowed,  and  this  brand  will  be  kept  under  observation. 

Boric  Ointment. 

Two  samples  contained  small  quantities  of  saponifiable  oil 
which  is  not  allowed  in  the  formula  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  , 
the  quantities,  however,  were  not  large  or  injurious,  and  it  was 
decided  that  no  proceedings  should  be  taken. 

Aspirins. 

Three  samples  of  Aspirins  contained  traces  of  salicylic  acid, 
but  the  quantities  present  were  not  sufficient  to  justify  proceedings. 

Sausages. 

Two  informal  samples  contained  sulphur  dioxide  preserva- 
tives and  were  not  labelled  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Act  : the  vendors  were  cautioned.  In  a third  case  the  sample 
of  sausages  contained  sulphur  dioxide  preservatives  ; whilst  there 
was  a declaration  on  the  labels  in  this  case,  it  was  incorporated  in 
the  other  lettering  in  such  a way  that  it  could  not  be  easily  read. 
The  vendors  were  cautioned,  and  a new  series  of  labels  has  been 
adopted. 

Malt  Vinegar. 

One  informal  sample  of  Malt  Vinegar  was  adulterated  with  25 
per  cent,  of  vinegar  other  than  malt.  The  Inspector  took  a formal 
sample  in  this  case  which  was  satisfactory. 

Cider. 

One  sample  of  Cider  contained  traces  of  copper,  probably  due 
to  contamination  from  some  brass  tap  or  vessel  in  which  the  cider 
had  been  kept.  The  vendor  was  cautioned. 
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The  fines  ranged  from  10s.  and  £1  Is.  costs,  to  £7  10s.  and  £5 
costs,  and  totalled  in  all  £42  Is. 


Samples  Examined  1931. 


Number 

Number 

submitted. 

adulterated. 

Milk 

J.TJ.J  AXV  •••  ...  ...  ...  ... 

487 

52 

Condensed  and  Dried  Milk 

11 

— 

Butter,  Cream,  Cheese  

27 

1 

Margarine  

18 

— 

Lard 

8 

— 

Spirits  and  Wines  

— 

— 

Beer  and  Cider  

39 

1 

Non-alcoholic  drinks... 

18 

— 

Coffee,  Tea,  Cocoa  ... 

17 



Confectionery,  Jam,  Honey,  Sugar, 

and  Sweets 

45 

5 

Drugs 

21 

5 

Pickles  and  Sauces  ... 

1 

— 

Sausages  and  Meat  Foods 

27 

4 

Flour,  Bread,  Rice 

16 

Dried  Fruit 

25 

— 

Malt  Vinegar  and  Vinegar  ... 

11 

2 

Pepper,  Mustard  and  Spices 

8 

— 

Other  foodstuffs 

19 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ... 

798 

70 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

In  this  area  the  duties  with  respect  to  Mental  Deficiency  are 
shared  between  the  Education  Committees  of  the  County,  the  City 
and  Cheltenham  M.B.,  and  the  Joint  Committee  for  Mental 
Deficiency  of  the  Gloucester  Corporation  and  the  County  Council. 
The  former  Committees  deal  primarily  with  children  between  the 
ages  of  7 and  16  years  and  refer  children  regarded  as  ineducable  to 
the  Joint  Committee. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  registers  of  the  County  Educa- 
tion Committee  and  of  the  Joint  Committee  at  the  end  of  1931  was 
1,191,  39  more  than  in  1930.  119  new  cases  came  to  notice  and  82 

were  removed  from  the  registers  (38  deaths  and  44  removals  from 
the  County).  In  addition  143  children  reported  as  dull  and 
backward  are  under  observation. 
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The  sex  grouping  under  various  headings  is  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Joint  Committee. 

In  Institutions 

...  96 

110 

206 

on  licence  ... 

2 

7 

9 

Under  Guardianship  ... 

• • • 

1 

1 

,,  Visitation 

...  112 

106 

218 

In  Voluntary  Homes  ... 

...  10 

13 

23 

Under  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

In  Mental  Hospitals  ... 

...  39 

38 

77 

In  P.A.  Institutions  ... 

...  65 

94 

159 

At  Heme 

...  31 

58 

89 

Classified  Cases. 

No  special  action 

...  19 

18 

37 

Children  becoming  16 

...  42 

26 

68 

Not  yet  classified 

...  75 

90 

165 

491 

561 

1,052 

Education  Committee. 

Classified 

...  54 

46 

100 

Unclassified  children  awaiting  full 

examination 

...  75 

64 

139 

566 

625 

1,191 

In  clearing  up  certain  outstanding  cases,  special 

enquiries 

were  made  with  respect  to  two  groups  of  young  persons  who  had 
been  reported  during  school  life  to  be  (a)  feeble-minded,  76,  or  (b) 
dull  and  backward,  79.  The  following  interesting  summary  is  the 
result  : — 


Feeble-Minded. 

Ordinarily  employed  ...  34 

Married  and  managing  home  5 

In  Army  ...  ...  ...  1 

— 40 

Unable  to  do  anything  ...  3 

Physically  ill  ...  ...  3 

In  Poor  Law  Institution  ...  2 

In  Mental  Hospital  ...  1 

— 9 


Dull  and  Backward. 
Quite  normal 
Normal 
Nearly  normal 
Not  quite  normal  ... 

Dull  ... 

Mentally  defective  and  un 
able  to  earn  living 
Suffering  from  fits  ... 

In  Institutions 


20 

13 

6 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 


Untraced 
Left  County 
Dead 
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1 

19 

10 


30 


51 


11 

8 

6 


25 


79 


76 


The  first  table  indicates  the  action  taken  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  the  various  cases  brought  before  them.  The  Institutions 
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taking  most  of  their  cases  are  (a)  those  of  the  Incorporation  of 
National  Institutions,  the  largest  of  which  is  Stoke  Park  Colony  in 
this  County  and  ( h ) Brentry  Colony  (for  males  over  18  years  of  age) 
oi  which  the  County  Council  is  part  owner.  A fair  number  of 
patients  is  in  three  Public  Assistance  Institutions.  During  the 
year  considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  practicability  of 
providing  more  satisfactorily  for  certain  groups  of  difficult  cases 
many  of  which  are  now  in  the  last-named  and  negotiations  were 
opened  with  the  Incorporation  whereby  the  Incorporation  have 
erected  a new  block  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  transfer  of  patients 
may  be  arranged  in  the  early  future. 

Another  matter  which  has  been  under  consideration  is 
whether  or  not  in  the  circumstances  of  this  County  there  is  a place 
for  a voluntary  Association  to  assist  the  Joint  Committee  in  their 
work.  The  Rural  Community  Council  approached  Dr.  C.  J. 
Macalister,  formerly  senior  Physician  of  the  Royal  Southern 
Hospital,  Liverpool,  but  now  a resident  in  this  County,  and  he 
expressed  his  willingness  to  be  Chairman  of  such  an  Association  if 
it  could  do  useful  work.  He  discussed  the  matter  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Central  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  but,  after 
considering  all  the  circumstances,  he  advised  that  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  there  was  scope  for  the  suggested  voluntary  body. 

At  present  the  Joint  Committee  have  the  services  of  the  eight 
County  Health  Superintendents  and  the  assistance  of  some  130 
District  Nurses  in  visiting  and  reporting  on  the  circumstances  of 
the  persons  under  their  care. 

It  would,  however,  supply  an  alternative  to  Institutional  life  if 
persons  could  be  found  who  would  act  as  guardians  for  selected 
patients  and  would  provide  them  with  suitable  occupation.  In 
some  areas  they  are  available  but  numerous  efforts  of  the  Joint 
Committee  have  resulted  in  discovering  only  3 in  this  County.  In 
these  cases  certain  difficulties  have  occurred  from  time  to  time,  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  results  have  been  satisfactory. 

REGISTRATION  OF  BIRTHS,  DEATHS  AND  MARRIAGES. 

The  work  is  continued,  mainly  on  the  old  lines,  but  a draft 
scheme  for  the  re-organisation  of  the  arrangements  has  been 
prepared  and  is  still  under  consideration. 

VACCINATION. 

A similar  observation  applies  to  this  service  and  it  is  hoped 
that  effect  may  be  given  to  the  proposals  in  the  course  of  the  coming 
year. 
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PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE. 

An  outline  of  the  existing  arrangements  was  given  on  pp.  58  to 
66  of  the  Report  for  1930.  In  the  past  year  much  consideration 
has  been  given  to  the  classification  of  Institutions  on  lines  proposed 
by  the  Public  Assistance  Officer  and,  in  particular,  to  provision  of 
accommodation  for  the  sick,  partly  to  replace  that  in  Institutions 
now  belonging  to  neighbouring  Counties.  A Committee  represent- 
ing the  Hospitals  was  formed,  under  Section  13,  and  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  conferred  with  it  and  also  with  representa- 
tives of  certain  small  hospitals  individually.  The  conclusion 
reached  was  that  the  Hospitals  had  no  existing  accommodation 
that  they  could  offer  to  the  Committee  in  excess  of  what  had  been 
made  available  for  the  Boards  of  Guardians  for  special  cases  in  the 
past  ; certain  Hospitals  were  prepared  to  take  considerably  in- 
creased numbers  of  patients  and  to  enlarge  their  buildings  for  the 
purpose,  if  funds  could  be  found.  The  final  result,  however,  was 
that  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  decided  to  continue  the 
grants,  formerly  paid  to  the  Hospitals  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians, 
for  the  treatment  of  special  cases  and  to  alter  and  enlarge  certain  of 
■ their  own  Institutions.  Thus  at  Thornbury  the  Infirmary  is  being 
enlarged  from  56  to  86  beds,  increased  provision  for  the  sick  is 
being  made  at  Northleach  Institution  and  plans  have  been  pre- 
pared for  considerable  extensions  to  the  Cheltenham  Infirmary, 
and  improvements  in  the  Dursley  Institution.  Meanwhile,  the 
Berkeley  Hospital  has  been  enlarged,  and  plans  have  been  pre- 
pared for  extensions  at  the  Lydney  Hospital,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
they  will  be  in  position  to  offer  more  accommodation  for  Public 
Assistance  patients.  The  more  fully  advantage  is  taken  of  the 
Hospitals,  the  less  need  there  will  be  for  the  special  equipment  of 
the  Public  Institutions  in  the  manner  required  for  places  where 
acute  sick  are  under  treatment. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  domi- 
ciliary treatment  of  sick  poor  persons  in  their  homes.  Under 
present  conditions  the  County  is  divided  into  areas  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  part-time  Medical  Officers  who  are  responsible  for  the 
medical  care  of  sick  persons  referred  to  them  by  the  Relieving 
Officers  ; in  any  special  case  it  may  or  may  not  be  the  usual 
medical  attendant.  In  the  Report  for  last  year,  it  was  suggested 
that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  whereby  domiciliary  treatment 
could  be  given  on  a capitation  basis,  and  the  distinction  of  pauper- 
ism so  far  as  sickness  is  concerned  could  be  abolished  once  for  all 
without  increased  cost  to  the  community.  In  certain  areas  effect 
has  been  given  to  such  an  arrangement  and  it  is  suggested  that  the 
matter  should  have  consideration  in  this  County. 
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TABLE  I.— RATES,  Etc. 


DISTRICTS. 

Estimated 

Population. 

BIRTHS. 

DEAT 

HS. 

Total. 

Rate. 

Total. 

Rate. 

Under  oi 
Total. 

ne  year. 
Rat*- 

URBAN : 

Awre 

• • • 

1,006 

6 

6.0 

24 

23.8 

— 

— 

Charlton  Kings  ... 

• • • 

4,728 

54 

11.4 

69 

14.6 

4 

74 

Cheltenham 

• • • 

50,900 

657 

12.9 

756 

14.8 

24 

87 

Cirencester 

• • • 

7,203 

72 

10.0 

106 

14.7 

7 

100 

Coleford  ... 

2,776 

48 

17.3 

44 

15.8 

— 

— 

Kingswood 

• • • 

13,440 

200 

14.9 

152 

11.3 

17 

86 

Mangotsfield 

• • • 

11,360 

152 

13.4 

131 

11.5 

12 

78 

Nailsworth 

• • « 

3,217 

45 

14.0 

42 

13.1 

8 

67 

Newnham 

• • « 

1,085 

13 

12.0 

11 

10.1 

— 

— 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

• • • 

1,245 

16 

12.8 

19 

15.3 

— 

. — 

Stroud 

8,333 

99 

11.9 

121 

14.5 

7 

71 

Tetbury  ... 

• • • 

2,198 

82 

14.6 

32 

14.6 

1 

81 

Tewkesbury 

• « • 

4,295 

54 

12.6 

78 

18.2 

4 

74 

Westbury-on-Severn 

... 

1,714 

21 

12.3 

82 

18.7 

2 

95 

Total  U.D. 

• • • 

113,500 

1,469 

12.9 

1,617 

14.2 

81 

55 

RURAL : 

Campden 

• • • 

7,508* 

187 

18.3 

95 

12.65 

6 

44 

Cheltenham 

• • • 

5,650 

81 

14.3 

63 

11.15 

— 

— 

Chipping  Sodbury 

« • • 

24,580 

392 

16.0 

264 

10.7 

16 

41 

Cirencester 

• • • 

12,050 

171 

14.2 

144 

11.9 

13 

76 

Dursley  ... 

• • • 

13,210 

178 

13.5 

183 

13.85 

10 

56 

East  Dean 

... 

19,960 

390 

19.55 

247 

12.4 

24 

62 

Faringdon  (part  of) 

... 

976 

14 

14.35 

10 

10.3 

— 

— 

Gloucester 

14,750 

183 

12.3 

159 

10.8 

5 

27 

Lydney  ... 

• • • 

10,538* 

180 

17.0 

129 

13.7 

12 

67 

Marston  Sicca  ... 

« • • 

418| 

3 

7.2 

9 

21.6 

— 

— 

Newent  ... 

• • • 

7,  lllf 

106 

14.9 

91 

12.8 

5 

47 

Northleach 

• • • 

7,095 

106 

14.9 

116 

16.3 

11 

104 

Pebworth 

• • • 

783f 

13 

16.6 

14 

17.9 

2 

164 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

• • • 

6,113t 

97 

15.9 

80 

13.1 

6 

62 

Stroud 

• • • 

27,380 

316 

11.5 

412 

15.1 

17 

54 

Tetbury  ... 

• • • 

3,803 

49 

12.9 

24 

6.3 

— 

— 

Tewkesbury  (part  of) 

. . « 

4,287 

61 

14.2 

50 

11.7 

3 

49 

Thornbury 

• • ♦ 

19,480 

328 

16.8 

248 

12.7 

12 

87 

Warmley 

• • • 

9,014 

154 

17.1 

113 

12.6 

14 

91 

West  Dean 

• • • 

14,300 

251 

17.5 

170 

11.8 

22 

88 

Wheatenhurst  . . . 

. , . 

6,370 

8,259f 

109 

17.1 

82 

12.9 

4 

37 

Winchcombe  (part  of) 

... 

125 

15.1 

104 

12.6 

6 

48 

Total  R.D. 

... 

223,630  *f 

3,444 

15.4 

2,807 

12.6 

188 

54.5 

Administrative  County 

337,130*f 

4,913 

14.6 

4,424 

13.2 

269 

65 

♦For  Death  Rates — Lydney  R.D.  9,438,  R.D.’s  222,530,  County  336,030. 
fFigure  for  calculation  of  rates  in  view  of  changes  in  boundaries  on  1 /4  /31. 


TABLE  II 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— 1981. 


DISTRICT. 

CASES. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enterie  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

os 

1 

Oh 

e-H 

cS 

S3 

& 

<u 

p 

&H 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis. 

Polio-myelitis. 

Ophthalmia 

1 Neonatorum. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Pneumonia 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

Total. 

URBAN : 

Awre 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

9 

Charlton  Kings... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

— 

— 

9 

Cheltenham 

64 

12 

38 

— 

3 

9 

— 

— 

1 

42 

9 

33 

1 

212 

Cirencester 

7 

1 

18 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

6 

7 

— 

51 

Coleford 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

5 

— 

18 

Kingswood 

16 

4 

11 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

20 

6 

— 

— 

68 

Mangotsfield 

10 

3 

24 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

6 

7 

1 

59 

Nails  worth 

8 

3 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

2 

— 

71 

Newnham 

1 

3 

4 

— 

8 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

2 

1 

10 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Stroud  ... 

23 

1 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

4 

— 

48 

Tetbury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Tewkesbury 

1 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

4 

— 

19 

Westbury-on-S. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total  U.D. 

142 

28 

170 

4 

7 

15 

— 

1 

1 

102 

46 

70 

2 

588 

RURAL : 

Campden 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

— 

11 

Cheltenham 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 

1 

— 

16 

Chipping  Sodbury 

16 

5 

19 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 

32 

14 

7 

— 

100 

Cirencester 

4 

2 

22 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

5 

5 

3 

— 

50 

Dursley  ... 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

0 

1 

— 

24 

East  Dean 

16 

2 

18 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

8 

9 

13 

16 

— 

84 

Faringdon  (pt.  of) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gloucester 

4 

4 

9 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

15 

4 

5 

— 

61 

Lydney  

8 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

14 

2 

21 

— 

48 

Marston  Sicca  ... 

Newent  ... 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

8 

— 

22 

Northleach 

15 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7 

2 

2 

— 

83 

Peb  worth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Stow-on-the-W. 

8 

5 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

8 

2 

— 

28 

Stroud  ... 

36 

6 

34 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

28 

13 

12 

— 

136 

Tetbury 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

11 

Tewkesb’y  (pt.  of) 

4 

— 

13 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

22 

Thornbury 

5 

7 

7 

— 

1 

6 

— 

— 

2 

15 

8 

21 

— 

67 

Warmley 

27 

1 

14 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 



6 

6 

18 

— 

78 

West  Dean 

18 

4 

17 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

18 

11 

29 

— 

95 

Wheatenhurst  ... 

8 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

4 

7 

— 

81 

Winchc’be(pt.of) 

2 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0 

4 

— 

— 

22 

Total  R.D.  ... 

163 

44 

197 

14 

5 

39 

— 

— 

20 

191 

97 

159 

— 

929 

Admin.  County 

305 

72 

367 

18 

12 

54 

— 

1 

21 

293 

148 

229 

2 

1,517 

TABLE  III.  1931. 

CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Total 

Deaths 

00 

& 

<3 

3 

Under  1 year. 

1-2  years. 

2-5  years. 

6-15  years. 

oa 

u 

cS 

0) 

>. 

m 

l 

25-35  years. 

35—45  years. 

45-55  years. 

55-65  years. 

65-75  years. 

75  and  over. 

All  ages. 

Under  1 year. 

1-2  years. 

2-5  years. 

5-15  years. 

15-25  years. 

25-35  years. 

35-45  years. 

45-55  years. 

55-65  years. 

65-75  years. 

75  and  over. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  

25 

3 

12 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

13 

2 

14 
10 

101 

4 

2 

4 

- 

5 

2 

2 

— 





— 



— 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

17 

15 

146 

6 

3 

5 

45 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

9 

22 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

4 

1 

8 

12 

1 

12 

1 

24 

35 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .. 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

210 

37 

98 

14 

z 

— 

1 

1 

6 

23 

3 

29 

21 

2 

10 

1 

8 

1 

5 

1 

112 

23 

— 

— 

1 

1 

29 

6 

33 

2 

25 

6 

11 

3 

5 

1 

5 

3 

2 

11. 

Syphilis  ... 

14 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

■ 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  insane,  Tabes 

dorsalis  

Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases  ... 

5 

2 

2 

1 

8 











3 



4 

1 

— 

13. 

14. 

588 

46 

213 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

8 

26 

1 

47 

4 

67 

3 

61 

7 

375 

31 

1 

— 

— 

1 



6 

13 

3 

47 

1 

86 

5 

127 

14 

95 

7 

15. 

16. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

254 

1,022 

99 

372 

— 

— 



2 

4 

6 

4 

7 

2 

17 

11 

59 

30 

118 

52 

159 

155 

650 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

13 

5 

16 

5 

44 

20 

89 

53 

197 

285 

17. 

18. 

Aneurysm 

10 

230 

3 

90 





z 

1 

2 

2 

10 

26 

52 

7 

140 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

1 

13 

36 

87 

19. 

212 

81 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

10 

18 

45 

131 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20. 

198 

72 

12 

9 

2 

— 

2 

2 

3 

12 

4 

6 

20 

126 

28 

8 

7 

3 

5 

2 

9 

8 

15 

17 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

43 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

3 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

33 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

5 

6 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

12 

2 

— 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

24. 

Appendicitis 

22 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

12 

— 

— 

1 

2 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

16 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

3 

26. 

19 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

9 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

100 

32 

— 

— 

2 

— ■ 

— 

2 

2 

2 

6 

8 

10 

68 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

14 

13 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

194 

55 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

11 

16 

18 

139 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

6 

10 

17 

23 

44 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

11 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  debility  and  malforma- 
tion, premature  birth 

162 

54 

54 

108 

105 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

161 

62 

6 

56 

99 

1 

11 

33. 

42 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

5 

2 

2 

— 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

8 

4 

7 

4 

4 

34. 

147 

37 

2 

1 

2 

3 

10 

4 

2 

3 

5 

2 

3 

110 

1 

— 

6 

6 

14 

13 

10 

14 

18 

10 

19 

35. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

379 

155 

6 

1 

— 

8 

7 

6 

13 

7 

26 

35 

46 

224 

15 

2 

3 

10 

17 

11 

18 

17 

38 

47 

46 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

24 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

7 

7 

Total 

4,424 

1,617 

81 

25 

14 

26 

58 

65 

79 

114 

221 

367 

567 

2,807 

188 

27 

29 

40 

93 

105 

158 

209 

381 

667 

919 

TABLE  IV  — SCHEME  FOR  THE  EXTENSION  OF  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


Period  to 

31st  December , 1921. 

Year  ending 

31st  December,  1922. 

Year  ending 

31st  December,  1923. 

Year  ending 

31st  December,  1924. 

Year  ending 

31st  December,  1925. 

Year  ending 
31st  December,  1926 

Year  ending 

31st  December,  1927. 

Year  ending 

31st  December , 1928. 

Year  ending 

31st  December,  1929. 

Year  ending 

31st  December,  1930. 

8 

8 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

12 

16 

225 

407 

407 

420 

442 

533 

571 

559 

575 

677 

— 

280 

289 

603 

501 

658 

811 

865 

225 

407 

407 

700 

731 

1,13 

6 

1,072 

1,217 

1,386 

1,542 

272 

942 

1,566 

1,954 

2,132 

3,161 

3,394 

3,871 

4,173 

4,491 

44 

117 

111 

181 

286 

181 

221 

319 

295 

288 

39 

92 

177 

299 

406 

488 

647 

716 

645 

795 

5 

17 

24 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41 

74 

169 

487 

675 

705 

830 

751 

751 

812 

319 

1,094 

1,709 

1,972 

2,149 

3,125 

3432 

4,155 

4,362 

4,762 

360 

1,168 

1,878 

2,459 

2,824 

3,83 

0 

4,262 

4,906 

5,113 

5,574 

758 

2,282 

,239 

5,326 

5,443 

10,768 

8,618 

10,368 

12,545 

14,618 

173 

471 

548 

980 

1,684 

1,075 

1,075 

1,433 

1,143 

892 

71 

245 

438 

994 

1,128 

1,474 

1,767 

2,578 

2,169 

3,165 

24 

86 

120 

105 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





115 

175 

328 

816 

1,135 

1,008 

1,293 

1,515 

1,683 

2,576 

911 

2,909 

,017 

6,589 

7,120 

12,309 

10,167 

12,864 

14,174 

16,099 

1,026 

3.084 

5,345 

7,405 

8.255 

13,31 

7 

11,460 

14,379 

15,857 

18,675 

4.0 

7.1 

12. S 

15.7 

16.1 

23.1 

17.8 

23.0 

24.6 

23.8 

12 

45 

63 

80 

97 

131 

163 

190 

211 

235 

179 

705 

1,091 

1,485 

1,855 

2,470 

3,142 

3,781 

3,953 

4,791 

56 

159 

312 

412 

556 

651 

768 

894 

947 

970 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d 

£ s.  d,  £ s.  d. 

£ s.  d.  £ s 

d. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

88  4 0 

250  8 6 

391  19  0 

463  10  0 

624  5 0 

732  7 6 

864  0 0 

1,005  15  0 

1,065  7 C 

1,088  2 6 

344  19  6 

424  12  0 

605  8 0 

709  14  6 

806  3 6 

1,038  11  6 

1,158  19  6 

1,425  14  6 

1,397  9 6 

1,705  16  0 

2,793  18  6 

378  0 0 

625  16  0 

723  9 0 

702  3 0 

720  16  6 

895  13 

0 

837  17  0 

1*006  0 0 

900  5 0 

1.013  4 0 

916  18  6 

1,091  6 5 

1,051  9 10 

1,068  14  5$ 

1,144  3 5 

1,393  10 

0 

1,648  9 3 

1,998  17  8 

2,246  4 8 

2,358  5 1 

£2,772  5 10 

£2,944  1 1H 

£3,295  8 5 

£4,060 

0 

£4,509  5 9 

£5,436  7 2 

£5,669  6 8 

£6,165  7 7 

— 

— 

69  19  3 

298  14  2 

657  12  1 

1,130 

8 

1,620  1 6 

1,612  17  1 

2,056  19  9 

2,542  1 0 

£1,728  2 0 

£2,392  2 11 

£2,842  5 1 

£3,242  16  1! 

£3,953  0 6 

£5,190 

8 

£6,129  7 3 

£7,049  4 3 

£7,726  6 ft 

£8,707  8 7 

33.7 

15.5 

10.4 

7.95 

8.0 

6.1 

7.9 

7.5 

7.2 

6.7 

8.3 

4.3 

2.86 

2.13 

2.02 

1.45 

1.65 

1.56 

1.35 

1.26 

38.4 

12.0 

11.1 

9.5 

8.7 

8.4 

7.4 

7.6 

7.1 

7.1 

No.  of  Out  Stations. 

Openings. 

Regular 

Intermediate 

Total  No 

NO.  OF  CASE8. 

School  Children 

Tuberculosis 

M.  & C.  W. 

Others  

General  Hospitals  .. 
Out-Stations 

Total 

No.  of  Attendances. 
School  Children 

Tuberculosis 

M.  & C.  W 

Others  

General  Hospitals 
Out-Stations 

Totals 

Average  Attendanc 
per  Routine  Openin 
at  Out-Stations 

Specialist  Services. 

Visits 

Cases  seen 

Operations  

Cost. 

Specialists  : — 

Operations 

Examinations 

Medical  Officers 
Other  items 


Orthopaedic  ... 
Total  Cost 


(less  orthopaedic)  per 
attendance 
!ost  of  Medical  Offi 
per  attendance 
Out  Stations 
Ipecialist  Service 
attendance 


Year  ending 
31  st  December,  1031. 


710 

993 


4,714 

396 

1,083 


923 

5,270 


14,392 

1,260 

3,993 

2,945 

16,700 


1,703 


6,193 


19,645 


24.0 


266 

5,229 

920 


.063  17  6 
,833  7 0 


£ 

8. 

d. 

2.897 

4 

6 

1,125 

12 

0 

2,459 

2 

2 

£6,481 

18 

8 

3,102 

12 

5 

£9,584 

11 

1 

1.35 

7.1 


\ 


